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H. H. 45* Jiyar of $ri Ahobila Matham 
Founder Sri Nrsimhapriya (E) 
Н.Н. Sri Laksmi Nrsimha 
Divya Paduka Sévaka Srivan Sathakopa 
Sri Narayana Yatindra Mahadesikan 


Ahobile Gàrudasaila madhye 
krpàvasàt kalpita ѕаппіаһапат / 
Laksmya samálingita уата bhagam 
LaksmiNrsimham $агапат prapadye // 


=F) 0 


Narayana yatindrasya Күрауа "Пайагадіпат / 
Sukhabodhaya tattvanam patrikeyam prakaSyate // 


SriNrsimhapriyà hyesà pratigeham sada vaset / 
Pathithrnàm ca lokanam karotu Nrharirhitam // 


The English Monthly Edition of Sri Nrisimhapriya is being 
published for the benefit of those who are better placed 
to understand the Vedantic truths through the medium 
of English. May this magazine have a glorious growth 
and shine in the homes of the countless devotees of Lord 
Sri Lakshmi Nrisimhal May the Lord shower His benign 
blessings on all those who read itl 


Н.Н. 46% Jiyar of 
Sri Ahobila Matham 
H.H. Srivan Sathakopa 
Sri Rangnatha Yatindra 
Mahadesikan 


The English edition of. Sri 
Nrisimhapriya not only 
brings its readers the 
wisdom of Vaishnavite 
tenets every month, but also 
serves as a link between Sri 
Matham and its disciples. 
We confer our benediction 
upon Sri Nrisimhapriya 
(English) for achieving a 
spectacular increase in 
readership and for its 
readers to acquire spiritual 
wisdom and enlightenment. 
It would give us pleasure to 
see all devotees patronize 
this spiritual journal by 
becoming subscribers. 
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Just as Sri Nrisimhapriya (Tamil) was established 81 years ago by Injimedu Srimad 
Azhagiasingar, the English edition of Sri Nrisimhapriya was begun with the benediction of 
Villivalam Srimad Azhagiasingar'19 years ago, with the noble intention of imparting 
Sampradayic wisdom to those eager for knowledge, but lacking adequate mastery over 
Tamil. Since then, the journal has made significant progress and occupies the premier 
position among Sri Vaishnava religious journals in English. 

_ The English edition of Sri Nrisimhapriya not only brings to its readers distilled wisdom of 
Šri Vaishnava tenets every month, but also serves as a link between the Sri Matham and 
its disciples. We confer our benediction upon Sri Nrisimhapriya (English) for achieving 
spectacular increase in readership and also for making its readers wise and spiritually- 
inclined. 

It would give us pleasure to see all devotees patronize the English edition of Sri 
Nrisimhapriya by becoming subscribers. 


Mangalani Bhavanthu 
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HH Srimad Azhagivaisingar’s New Year Message 
What the New Year Krodhi Holds for You 


Sarvo'pi yam ватаӛг уа sakalam bhadram aénute / 


Srivà ca bhadraya justah yastam Bhadram namamyaham // 


Api santatayah Krodhi vatsare sasya vrddhayah / 

Dampatyoh pritim anyonyam prajanam ca parasparam // 

This year is named Krodhi. The past year Sobhakrt yielded mostly beneficial 
fruits. The name of the upcoming year is such as to rid us of our bad traits. 
Chevvay is the King of this year and his minister is Sani. Due to this, kings of 
the world will constantly engage in conflict and behave irresponsibly. There 
will be a good crop of grains. Despite this, numerous beings will be forced to 
consume fruits, roots, etc., for survival. However, overall, there will be 
development and improvement in the world. 

Due to the grace of Sri Malolan, who is said to be auspiciousness personified 


(Bhadrah), all good things will happen. Couples will give up quarreling and 


СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulakshmi Research Academy 


m 


be harmonious. Divorces will decrease. People will generally be cordial 
towards one another. There will be improvement in politics. The wicked will 
turn over a new leaf and seek atonement for their sins. Water scarcity may 
affect the world. This will be mitigated by the observances of the saintly and 
the power of their penance. 


Our Sanatana Dharma will triumph. Atheists, though they may appear to 
prosper, will suffer much. The good thoughts and deeds of pious people will 
ensure that all that happens this year will be good. Those who have abandoned 
their religious observances will repent and resume the same. Those who 
wrong others will reap its fruit. Rains will be plentiful this year, resulting in 
bountiful crops. Due to the grace of Balabhadra, the master of cows, еуегуопеӨ 
wishes would be fulfilled. We pray to the holy feet of our Deity of Worship 
Sri Malolan to bless everyone with all things auspicious and convey our 
blessings for the welfare of all. 


Samasta Mangalani Bhavantu! 


CDS ХЭ) 
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ACARYOPADESAM 
(Golden words of our glorious Acarya, 
H.H. Srivan Sathakopa Sri Ranganatha Yatindra MahadeSikah) 


$r Tirumangai Azhvar D Il 


Elders consider the six works of this 
Azhvar as adjuncts of the four 
Prabandhas of Sri Nammazhvar 
( Tiruvásiriyam, Tiruviruttam, Periya 
Tiruvantadi, Tiruvaymozhi) representing 
the essence of the four Vedas. Though 
би Tirumangai Azhvar’s works can well 
be considered independent ones, capable 
of imparting all spiritual and sampradayic 
wisdom, since they also serve as 
explanatory texts for the works of 54 
Nammazhvar, making their meanings 
crystal clear, they are also considered 
‘angas’ for the same. Just like Sage 
Vyàsa (known as Parantapa) and 54 
Nammazhvar (known as РагайКиба), Sri 
Kaliyan too contributed to eliminating 
alien faiths and establishing Sriman 
Narayana as the Supreme Brahman. 


The glory of this Azhvar’s works is 
that they convey the very essence of 
Vedic wisdom and are in the forms of 
songs in a language of popular parlance, 
enabling everyone to learn them and 


Translation: Sri K. Sadagopa Iyengar 


attain the highest of fruits. They inculcate 
the highest of devotion in the best form 
of the Lord, namely the Arca, which is 
superior to His other forms like Param, 
Vyüham, Vibhavam and Antaryami. 
Emphasising absolute fidelity to Sriman 
Narayana as the Almighty, untainted by 
worship of other demigods, the Azhvar 
portrays in these beautiful verses the 
overwhelming love a chaste lady would 
feel for her beloved husband, to the 
exclusion of everyone else. This 
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unparallelled love for the š 
Ultimate found an outlet in 
the form of nectarine verses 
incorporating the art of 
enchanting the Paramatma 
Himself through the singular 
strategy of Prapatti. 


Just as Emperuman 
blesses even persons lacking 
in goodness with the 
mundane baubles they 
desire and ultimately turns 
them around to His path, 
He made Sri Kaliyan too 
immersed right from birth 
in matters that were entirely 
in tune with the Sastras and 
eventually made him 
blossom into a matchless 
divine minstrel and an 
Azhvar too. The Azhvar lets 
us know his glorious titles 
in his verses — Alinadan, 
Aru]mari, Arattamukki, 
Adaiyar siyam, Kongumalar Kuzhaliyar Vel, Майдаіуёпдап, Kottravel Parakalan, 
Kaliyan! , etc. Неге is his taniyan for our recital: 


Kalayami Kali dhvamsam kavim loka divakaram / 
Yasya gobhih prakasabhih avidyam nihatam tamah // © 


(to be continued) 


i (Periya Tirumozhi, 3.4.10) 
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Dear Readers, 


Teliyada Marai Nilaüngal 
Teligindr6mé 


At the very beginning of his Srimad 
Rahasyatrayasaram, Sri Vedanta Desikan 
pays a tribute to the Azhvars, mentioning 
each by name. He further says that 
apparently incomprehensible Vedic 
passages are clarified by a perusal of 
Azhvars’ divine verses. Our Ратуасатуав 
have clearly indicated that the Divya 
Prabandhas are indeed the quintessence 
of the Vedas. | 


And, of the Azhvars, special mention 
has been made of Sri Nammazhvar, as 
Vedam Tamizh seyda Maran Satakopan, 
(yah éruteh uttaram bhagam cakre 
Dravida bhàsaya) each of his four 
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compositions representing the essence 
of one Veda. Like the various Rsis, ба 
Sathakopa Muni too is credited with 
having discovered the Veda mantras with 
his divine perception (in the words of 
Sri Paragara Bhattar, баһаға Sakham 
yo draksit dravidim brahma samhitam). 
In this fashion, the 7iruvaymozhi is said 
to be Sama Veda saram. 


Indeed, pasurams of 
Tiruvaymozhi and other prabandhas 
appear to be verbatim translations of the 
underlying Vedic texts. This piece 
highlights, with the aid of a few Veda 
vakya-s, how Tiruvaymozhi and the other 
prabandhams of Aruliccheyal closely 
reflect and clarify the Sruti. I only hope 
that my words do not muddy the clear 
waters of Samskrta, Dravida Vedas, 
because the Vedas are said to be in mortal 
fear of those of half-baked knowledge 


several 
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out to misinterpret them (B;bheti alpa 
érutat Vedo тат ayam pratarisyati). 


We take the Purusa Süktam first — for 
it is perhaps the only text to have the 
honour of being recited in all the four 
Vedas, and is in itself the essence of the 
Vedas (Vedesu Paurusam süktam). Its 
Uttara Anuvakam says, Ajàyamàno 
bahudha vijayate. In a beautiful 
depiction of Emperuman’s accessibility 
or saulabhyam, this text wonders how 
He, who is birthless and without origin, 
is born time and again in this world for 
protecting the saintly and destroying the 
wicked. We turn to 2-9-5 of 
Tiruvaymozhi, for enlightenment. 


Sirappil vidu suvargam narakam 
Irappil eyduga eydarka yanum 
Pirappil pal piravi Perumanai 
Marappondru indri endrum magizhvéné 
The third line above is a literal 
translation of Ajayamano bahudha 
vijayate and points out how the Lord, 
without the twin shackles of sinful and 
meritorious karmas, and hence without 
the necessity of a birth in this mundane 
world, is still born countless times, solely 
for the protection of His devotees. (It is 
noteworthy that Sri Pillàn, in his 
Aravirappadi, attributes His avatàras 
solely to protection of the good, 
vis-a-vis the Gita text which also lists 
destruction of the wicked as the purpose 


of avatàra). Here, Sri Nampillai, 
commenting on this verse in his Jdu, 
specifically quotes this Vedic text for 
context. Here are his beautiful lines in 
this regard: pirakkaikku hétuvàna 
karmam indrikké irukka cheydé karma 
vaSyarum piravada janmarigalilé pirakka 
valla sarvàdhikanai. While all of us take 
births, high and low, dictated by our 
baggage of karma, the Lord, though He 
has no such compulsion and being the 
Supreme Brahman, makes His divine 
advents time and again, solely as per 
His will. And in doing so, He assumes 
extremely lowly forms (like a fish,*boar 
and tortoise) which even we mortals 
would consider infra dig. In saying 
pirappil pal piravi Регитапау, Azhvar 
also appears to have in mind the 
Bhagavad Gita text bahüni me vyatitani 
)аптапі tava ca Arjuna! (Arjuna! Both 
you and I have assumed countless births 
so far). 


The cited Vedic text is an extremely 
important one, and for those who delve 
deep into its purport, elucidates what is 
known as Avatara Rahasya or the secret 
behind the divine advents of the Lord, a 
knowledge of which is capable of 
emancipating us. In his magnum opus 
Srimad Rahasyatraya загат, Svàmi 
Vedanta Dešikan emphasises the need 
for a surrendered soul to understand 
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this Avatara rahasyam, which is also 
capable of reinforcing the absolute faith 
in the Lord (MahaviSvasam), an 
indispensable part of Prapatti. In brief, 
Avatàra Rahasyam means comprehending 
the following concepts: 


(1) Avataras of the Lord are not mere 
magical or illusory phenomena (/ndra 
jalam) but entirely and eminently true; 


(2) All the auspicious attributes of 
the Lord are present in their usual 
abundant measure during Avataras, as 
they are in His primordial state; 


(3) As such, there is no contraction 
of His wisdom on jriána during Avataras. 


(4) Establishing righteousness or 
dharma and offering protection to the 
saintly constitute His principal mission 
during His Avataras. 


(5) His Avataras are not occasioned 
by Karma as in the case of the rest of 
the. creation. He makes His divine 
descents solely due to His own will or 
Sankalpam — icchã grhita abhimatoru 
deham says Sri Kürattazhvàn. 


All these and more are embedded by 
the Azhvar in the brief line pirappi/ pal 
piravi Perumanai. 


The same theme is elaborated by the 
Azhvar in the first pasuram of 
Tiruviruttam — 


Poy nindra jndnamum 
polla vozhukkum azhukkudambum 
Innindra nirmai ini yam uramai 
uyiralippan 
Ennindra убпіуитау piranday Imaiyor 
talaiva! 
Mey nindru kétfaruJay 
adiyén seyyum vinnappame. 


-to be continued- 


(SG) 


MISSION STATEMENT 


This Journal seeks to expound and explain Sri Desika Sampradaya in 


simple English, so as to attract the attention of the youth and others, 


whether familiar or not with this tradition. Essays published herein 


shall conform to our tradition, while not being offensive to any other 


tradition. 
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Paficanga Sangraham 
Pazhaveri Villivalam Sri Laksmi Nrsimhacarya Svàmi 
Aradhakar, Asthana Vidvan, Sri Sannidhi 
Sobhakrt/Krodhi Samvatsaram, Uttarayanam, Sigira-Vasanta Rtu 
Panguni-Cittirai (Mina-Mesa) Masam D April 2024 


2024Sobhakrt 


Apr.| Pafguni | Day Remarks 
01 Monday Saptami Moolam 
E m onm 
ШЕ onn 
23.55 31.11 


03 Wednesday | Navami Uttiradam 
19.47 
Navami 
-Dašami 
tithi-dvavam 


28.44 
Dašami 
14.56 
Ekadaši 
tithi 


Sravanam 


25.34 


05 Friday Ekadaši Avittam Ekadaši 
09.30 21.54 Vratam 
Dvadaši 
| tithi 


06 Dvādaśi Sathayam Mahā 
03.45 17.59 Pradosam 
Тгауо4а5! 
НШ 54.05 


07 ӨР ГИ Caturdasi | Parattadhi 
51.52 13.55 
08 | 26 Monday Amavasyai | Uttirattadhi Sarva 


46.07 хүд 
СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulaks 09.52, Academy Ашауазуа! 
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2024Sobhakrt 
Арт. | Pahguni Day Tithi Naksatram | Remarks 


09 |27 Tuesday Sukla Revati Yugadi 
Prathamai | 06.07 Pandigai 
40.50 


10 Dvitiyat | Aévini 
02.52 
11 Thursday | Trtiyai Bharani 
32.14 00.17 
Karthigai 
58.11 
: 
29.16 57.47 
13 |31 “| Saturday Райсаті Mrgasirsam | Krodhi Varsam 


27.24 Mesa Ravi 35.25 
(8.19 pm) 
Citthirai Visu 


Punyakalam 


G 
° 


Krodhi 
Chitthirai 


; me 


Monday Saptami Punarvasu | ` 
21.25 60.00 


e 
= 


16 Tuesdav Astami Punarvasu 
29.17 02.56 
17 | 04 Wednesday | Navami Pusyam 50 Rama Navami 


32.19 07.02 
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2024 Krodhi | 


Apr.| Chittirai | Dey Tithi Naksatram | Remarks 


36.22 12.12 
19 | 06 Friday Ekadaši Magham Sarva Ekādaśi 
20 |07 Saturday Püram 
46.07 24.28 
21 | 08 Sunday Trayoda$i | Uttiram Maha 
: 55.41 36.57 


23 Tuesday Paurnami | Chittirai 
59.28 42.24 


š Prathamai 
60.00 

25 | 12 Thursday | Prathamai 
zË 


Chitrā 
Paurnami 


Tirunaksatram of 
Madurakavi Azhvar 
and HH 29* 
Srimad 
Azhagiyasingar 


Visakham 
50.16 


Anusam 
52.25 


Dvitiyai tithi 
Dvitiyai 
03.33 


Trtiyai НІ 

27 | 14 Saturday Trtiyai Kettai 
03.45 53.16 
Caturthi 
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2024 Krodhi 
Chittirai 


Caturthi 


Naksatram | Remarks 
02.40 
Райсаті 


Райсаті Pürádam 
00.26 51.34 
Sasti tithi 

56.42 


52.50 49.13 
Note: Sraddham falling on Mina Sukla Pañcami tithi is to be performed on 
13.4.24 (Panguni 31*). 


SEXE) 
Sankalpam 


8.4.24 Amavasya 
Panguni 26 Monday Amavasya 46.07 Uttirattadi 9.52 Mahendram 3 0.48 
Catuspadam 18.59 

Sobhakrt nama sarhvatsare Uttarayane Sigira rtau Mina mase Krsna pakse 
Amavasyayam punya tithau Indu vasara Utthiraprostpada nakstra Mahendra yoga 
Catuspada karana Sri Visnu yoga ӛн Visnu karana Subha yoga subha karana evanguna 
уібесепа visistayam asyam Amavasyayam punya tithau DarSa sraddha pratinidhi tila 


tarpanam karisye 

13.4.24 Mesa Sankramanam (Chittirai Masa pirappu) 

Panguni 3 1 Saturday Paücami 27.24 Mrgasirgam 58.13 Sobhanam 5 6.14 
Palavam 27.24 Mesa Ravi 35.25 (8.19 pm) (Visu Punyakalam prevails 4 
hours before and after 8.19 pm) 

Sobhakrt nama samvatsare Uttarayane Sigira ytau Mina mase Sukla pakse 
Райсатуёт punya tithau Sthira vasara Mrgasirsa nakstra Sobhana yoga Palava 
karana Sri Visnu yoga Sri Visnu karana $ubha yoga subha karana evahguna viSesena 
visistayam asyam Pancamyam punya tithau Mesa saükramana sraddha pratinidhi 


tila tarpanam karisye 
СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulakshmi Research Academy 
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o contributed Rs.1,000 and above to Sri Ahobila Mutt 
Sastra Patasala and Oriental High School, Madurantakam 


it Veda Prabanda 
EE Тахиа 01022024 to 29.022020 ы 
so o DEP — лиш: 
i i 8000.00 Sri S.Raman 2000.00 
` EA 1001.00 Smt. Mala Kumar 1001.00 
Sri S.Srinivasan 32000.00 Sri K.Srinivasan 8000.00 
Sri V.Kannan 2500.00 Sri M.R.Sridharan 1000.00 
Sri Natteri M Sudharsan 1001.00 Sri SureshSarangan 200000 
Sri Desikan Srinivasan 2002.00 Sri Venkatesan Srinivasan 20000.00 
Sri P.M.Narasimhan 1000.00 Smt. S. Vaishnavi 1001.00 
SrA Narasimhan 12000.00 Sri VRavi 8000.00 
Smt. Sundari 22000.00 SriC.R. Vijayaraghavan 10000.00 
Sri M.G Seshadri 6000.00 Smt. K.Srimathi 25000.00 
Smt. Saroja Chari 5000.00 Sri K.L. Venkatragavan 1001.00 
Sri M.V. Venkatesan 1000.00 Smt. Swathy Srinivasan 8000.00 
Smt. Usha Ravikumar 1001.00 Sri T.Janardanan 5000.00 
Smt. V.P.Vathsala 8000.00 Smt. T.M.Vimala 12000.00 
Smt. S.Sudha Suresh 2000.00 Sri R.Devanathan 2000.00 
Sri Aravind Padmanabhan 1001.00 Sri D.Parthasarathy 15000.00 
Sri S.Raman 2000.00 Sri GMuralidharan & Booma 50000.00 
Sri PS.Moorthy 1500.00 Sri R.Prasanna 2000.00 
Sri A.Chandramouli 1000.00 Sri S.Lakshminarasimhan 8001.00 
Smt. N.Vijayalakshmi 2000.00 Sri A.T. Vasudevan 20000.00 
Sri J.Swaminathan 9000.00 Sri Venkatesh Sridhar 8000.00 
Sri V.S.Raghunathan 20000.00 Smt. S.Sudha 8000.00 
Sri Trendess Marketing 9000.00 Sri R.Narayanan 1001.00 
Sri N.P Vijaya Raghavan 1001.00 5гіОғарадат Adi Veeraragahavan 8000.00 
Smt. Swetha Shyamsundar 5000.00 Sri K.S.Athreya 1000.00 
Sri Vishvaswarup Dasji 8000.00 Sri GRamkhi 1000.00 
Sri R Gopalakrishnan 10000.00 Sri R.Ravi 100100 | 
Sri B.Sriram 2000.00 Smt. Rama Ravichandran 7500.00 


Банн 20 Pee Ico TTS 1 аш ад! бете 


2 Contributions to the Hostel 
Provisions : M/s. Shobha Padam Challani Foundation worth Rs.19,900/- for March 2024 


Essentials : S. Uppaliappan Swamy, Singaperumal Koil, worth Rs. 4,000/- for February 2024 


Those who like to participate in the above kainkaryam may please draw cheque favouring Sri 
Міні Educational Trust and kindly send the same to 30, Venkatesa Agraharam, Mylapore 
sis e (or) SAS. College, 53, Sannidhi Street, Madhurantakam (or) Sri Ahobila Mutt- 

or online donations: A/c No.: 10311654844, A/c Type: SB, Bank: SBI, Branch: Adya% 


IFS Code: SBIN0001115. Forward the deatails to : 
j acsmcas @ gmail.com. Ph: 469. 
80 G Tax Exemption also available. 9677496601 / 8072707 
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20.2.24 On the occasion of Ekadasi, 
Acchidra ASwamedha parayanam was 
performed at Sri Sannidhi. All the 
aradhanams to Sri Malolan were 
performed as usual. 


21.2.24 This Dvadasi witnessed 
nearly 500 devotees being blessed with 
Sri Sathari and Sripada Tirtham from the 
Рагуасагуа Padukaradhanam performed 
by HH. Almost 300 disciples participated 
in the sumptuous tadiyaradhanam that 
` followed. Kataka parayanam was done. 
In the evening, HH submitted the final 
harati to Sri Malolan during the special 
Pradosa aradhanam. 


22.2.24 HH performed abhigamana 
aradhanam and blessed disciples with $n 
байан, samaSrayanam and bharanyasam. 
At the request of $ri Venu Srinivasan of 
the TVS Group, HH graced the new 
premises of Sundaram Clayton Ltd. at 
Tervai Kandikai village. Sri Venu 
Srinivasan and Smt. Mallika Srinivasan 
paid obeisance to HH, submitted 
sambhavanai and apprised him of the 
project details. HH blessed the 
endeavour. 


23.2.24 The members of the Selayiur 
Goda Gosti performed tadiyaradhanam 
at Sri Sannidhi and Dolotsvam for Sri 
Kannan at Sri Matham itself. This gosti 
is performing several kainkaryams at ба 
Sannidhi and Sri LaksmiNrsimhan 
Sannidhi, Selayiur and recited Stotra 
patham during the Dolai. HH blessed 
the gosti with anugraha bhasanam. In 
the evening too, Sri Kannan enjoyed 
Dolotsavam at the residence of $n 


Sridharan of Janaki Avenue, Abhiramapuram. 


24.2.24 After abhigamana and ijya 
aradhanams, HH and entourage left for 
Salem. 


4.3.24 There 


Dolotsavams today, at the residences of 


were several 
Sri J. Badrinarayanan Svàmi who is a 
prolific performer of kainkaryam to $n 
Matham, at Omkar Residency,Jayanagar 
П Block, Sri V. Govindaraj of Sri Durga 
Ratna apartments, Jayanagar ll Block and 
Smt. S. Padmasini at Bank Colony, 
Banashankari 11 Stage. 
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5.3.24 Dolotsavam was performed 
at the residence of $ri Janakiraman of 
Renaissance Park, Malleswaram West 
and Sri Srinivasan of Middle School 
street, ViSveSvarapuram. 


6.3.24 Dolai Kannan is very much 
the preferred Deity of Bengaluru 
residents, going by the number of 
Dolotsavams being performed, almost on 
a daily basis. HH is enthusiastic in 
accompanying Kannan and gracing the 
homes of devotees, sanctifying them with 
the dust of his feet. Today, Sri S. 
Ramaswamy of 5" Cross, 35 Main, RT 
Nagar and Sri Parthasarathy, Advocate, 
of Sanjay Nagar were the fortunate ones 
to welcome Kanna to their homes. 


7.3.24 After the day’s aradhanams, 
ба Kannan set out for Dolotsavam in the evening 
at the residences of Sri L.S. Rajagopalan 
of Hosahalli 6^ Main and Smt. Kshama 
Jayadev, Srilakshmi-Simhachalam 
Apartments, Rajarajeshwari Nagar. 

9.3.24 There were two Dolotsavams 
today, one at asthanam at the request of 
Srî Krishnaswamy and Sri Muralidharan 
and the other at the residence of 54 
Madhavan of Rajaji Nagar ЇЇ stage. 

10.3.24 True to His sobriquet 
Vidiyara Varuvan, Sri Kannan delights 
in visiting the abodes of His devotees 
and it is only the fortunate few who obey 
the divine prompting to invite Him to 
their homes. Today it was the turn of 54 
Ramesh Babu Raghavan, Manickchand, 
Jayanagar 8" Block and Srî L.S. Ramprasad 


of 18" Main 4" T Block, Jayanagar, to 


host $ri Kannan. 

11.3.24 The fortunate devotees 
whose homes Sri Kannan graced for 
Dolotsavam were Sri S. Ramadural, 
Garden Layout, HSR Layout Sector Il 
and Justic B. N. Krishna of Double road, 
Indira Nagar. 

1 2.3.24 Dolotsavams were performed 
today for $ri Kannan at the residences of 
Sri J. Veeraraghavan, Vatsalya Apartments, 
JP Nagar II Phase and Sri Diwakar Kannan, 
CJ Nest, ЕМУ II Stage, Lottegollahalli, 
who continues to perform various 
kainkaryams to Sri Sannidhi and Srimad 
Azhagiyasingars. 
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13.3.24 Today’s Dolotsvams were 
at the abodes of Dr. K. Sudhakar 
(ex-minister) at Sadashivnagar 17" Cross 
and Šrî V. Ramachandran, Spectra 
Cypress, Varthur Main Road, 
Thubarahalli. 


14.3.24 Dolotsavams were conducted 
for Sri Kannan today at the residences 
of Sti Srinivasa Sadagopan at Shravani 
Prisitne, Thimma Reddy Koad, Hulimavu 
and Sri N. Ramakrishnan, Esteem 
Heritage, JP Nagar. 


15.3.24 In view of the impending 
saficaram, Vi$varüpam was performed 
at 6 am, followed by abhigamana and 
уа aradhanams, Tirtham and Sri Sathari. 
HH and entourage left at around 10 
am, arriving at Ahobilam in the evening 


to a reverential welcome by the Principal 
Arcaka and others of the LaksmiNrsimha 
Svami Devasthanam. HH was escorted 
to Sri Matham, where Panakaradhanam 
was performed to Sri Malolan. 


muthulaksnmi academy 


16.3.24 HH performed mangalá$asanam 
of Sri Prahlada Varadan at Lower 


EY p» Ç EM 7 J 

% | Ех ЛЖ Ж 
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52 


Ahobilam and submitted to him a beautiful 
refurbished golden kavacam. True to Sri 
Nammazhvar’s comment (pala palavé 
abharanam), though Emperuman has 
ornaments and adornments galore, the 
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devotee always wishes to offer newer 
and newer ornaments, just as a doting 
mother would like to embellish her baby's 
beauty with new clothes every day. Sri 
Prahlada Varadan enjoyed the offering 
and looked resplendent, as always. 


17.3.24 The ten-day Brahmotsavam 
commenced at Upper Ahobilam yesterday 
and Lower Ahobilam today with 
dhvajarohanam, the hoisting of the 


1. Desika Prabandham Moolam (New Release) (Tamil) - Rs.80/- 
2. Kelvi-Badil (Reprint) (Tamil) - Rs.100/- 


(Compilation of Dharma Sastra Vicarañga| which appeared in Tamil 


Sri Nrsimhapriya Magazine) 
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sis ©ту уппа На Svami De$ikan and Sri 


Adivan Sathakopa Svami too were 
present in their Arcca form. HH presided 
over the festivities at Lower Ahobilam 
was conferred with all due honours. Jwala 
Nrsimhan rode the Hamsa Vahanam at 
Upper Ahobilam. 


19.3.24 Sri Viraraghava Perumal 


dhavanotsavam commenced today. 


21.3.24 Sri Malolan lent His ears to 
Acchidra A$vamedha parayanam on this 
Ека4а5! day. 


22.3.24 Due to Alpa Dvadasi, 
Vi$varüpam was performed for Sri 
Malolan at 6 am, followed Abhigamana 
aradhanam, Perumal tirttham, Sri Sathari, 
54 Padatirttham and tadiyaradhanam. 
MahaPradosa aradhanam was performed 


іп the evening. Єў 
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From The Deccan Chronicle 
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off at Ahobilam shrine 


Nallamala forest area resonated with the joyful chants 


DC CORRESPONDENT 
KURNOOL, MARCH 16 


The Ahobilam Jwala 
Lakshmi Narasimha 
Swamy Temple erupted 
in a vibrant celebration 
on Saturday, marking the 
commencement of its 
grand annual 
Bralimotsavam festival. 

Dhwajarohanam ush- 
ers in festivities 

The traditional 
Dhwajarohanam ceremo- 
пу symbolising the festi- 
val's auspicious begin- 
ning, took centre stage at 
the Eguva Ahobilam tem- 

le. Jwala 
Narasimhaswamy and 
his consorts, Sridevi and 
Bhudevi — Ammavaru, 
were adorned with exqui- 
site finery and brought to 
the mandapam facing the 
Dhwajastambham (flag 
post). Following this, the 
Dhwajarohanam ritual 
was performed, secking 


© Ahobilam seer, 
Ranganatha Yatheendra 
Mahadesikan Swamy, 
arrived at the Ahobilam 
math on Friday. He was 
received with a tradition- 
al purnakumbham wel- 
come by the temple's 
Vedic scholars. The 
esteemed seer then 
played a pivotal role. 


blessings for a smooth 
and successful festival. 
The unveiling of a por- 
trait of Garutmantha, 
Lord Vishnu's loyal eagle 
mount, further signified 
the continuity and auspi- 
clousness of the festivi- 
ties. 

Ankurarpana marks 


beginning іп Lower 
Ahobilam 

Meanwhile, in Lower 
Ahobilam, the 
Brahmotsavam ` com. 
menced — with the 


'and cultural 


Ankurarpana pro: 

gramme, adhering to all 

customary practices. 
Seer arrives and leads 


ceremonies 

Ahobilam seer, 
Ranganatha Yatheendra 
Mahadesikan Swamy, 


arrived at the Ahobilam 
math on Friday. He was 
received with a tradition: 
al purnakumbham wel- 
come by the temple's 
Vedic scholars. The 
esteemed seer then 
played a pivotal role in 
both the 


Dhwajarohanam ceremo: 
ny at Eguva Ahobilam 
and the Ankurarpana 
program at  Diguva 
Ahobilam on Saturday, 
officially initiating the 
Brahmotsavam in both 
temples. 

Devotional outpouring 
extravagan- 


7a 
The serene Nallamala 
forest area resonated 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Subscribers should intimate Change of Residence, if any, before. the 


with the joyful chants 
and presence of devotees 
from Andhra Pradesh. 
Telangana, and 
Karnataka who thronged 
to witness the festivities, 
At the Eguva Ahobilam 
temple, the highlight was 
Jwala Narasimha 
Swamy's majestic proces- 
sion atop the Simha 
Vahanam, showering 
blessings upon his devo- 
tees. The temple authori- 
ties further enthralled 
the gathering with a сар. 
tivating cultural pro- 
gram. Rallabandi 
Madhumathi from 
Hyderabad captivated 
hearts with her soulful 
rendition of 
Annamacharya 
Sankeertans, while the 
Janaki team from 
Kuchipudi presented a 
captivating performance 
of the Nrisimha Vijayam 
drama within the temple 
premises. 


25 


15" of the previous month to enable us to amend the same. Both New 
Address and Previous Address must be mentioned. Only e-mails or letters 


are accepted for the above. 


СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulakshmi Research Academy 


Sri NRISIMHA PRIYA - APRIL 2024 


https://archive.org/details/@muthulakshmi_academy 


Sri Malola Bhavanam | 


An Airconditioned Mini Hall 
(Sri Ahobila Matam) with lift facility is available for conducting small functions 
at Manimegalai Street, Selaiyur, Chennai. 
(Near Selaiyur Police Station) 


Hall Capacity 100 persons. Dining Facility 60 persons. 
Contact : 9444047567 / 044 - 22397567 / 94456 03594 


2-2 o — —— 


MATRIMONIALS 
BRIDE WANTED 
1. Thenkalai, Srivatsa, Ayilyam, August 1997, 617, B.E. (BITS Pilani), | 
MS (USA) employed Austin, Texas, seeks bride employed, studying in 
or willing to relocate to USA. Kalai No Bar. Contact: 9840840016 


BRIDEGROOM WANTED 


Ж оа 25 

1. Vadakalai Koushika Bharani (3) Mesham August 1997, 5*4", B.E., M.S., 

working in California USA seeks a qualified groom in the USA. Contact: 
+919980511163 / +919449976253. gramaanil @ gmail.com 


Ideal Wedding Gifts 


Available at the most attractive Price of Rs. 35 only (Postage extra), Kalyana | 
VaibhohanieÓ in English, describing in detail all the rites and rituals of Sri Vaishnava | 
sampradaya from betrothal (Niscayataartham), Maangalyadharanam, Lajahomam to 


Gruhaprvesam etc. | 


Useful also for distribution to guests at weddings. Ph: 044-24614540 
e-mail: srinarasimhapriya@ gmail.com 
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| NEW NAVA NARASIMHA TEMPLE 
| MAHA SAMPROKSHANA PATRIKA 
| AT NAIMISHARANYA 

| (UTTARA AHOBILAM) | 


HH азай JEEN 
FROM 18-04-2024 TO 22-04-2024 
SRI AHOBILA MUTT, NAIMISHARANYA, SITAPUR(DIST) U.P. 
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SHILAKSHMI NRUSIEHA PARABRHAMANE Мама | CANA NANA 
SRIMATHE SHIVAN SATHAKOPA SRI RANGANATHA YATEENDRA MAHA DESIKATA NANA 


| NEW NAVA NARASIMHA SAMPROKSHANA PATRIKA | 
NAINISHARANYA (UTTARA AHOBILAMA) : 

Baa ттеп цуургага ETTI 

asm Taher сыны vies ral i 


— 22 QUUM Cae i 
CUNG! ЩН TTT Үү! 


As stated in the puranas “2276 q vane ий mes 
sı E Lord Sriman Narayana seated at Srivaikunta takes avatar in thre 
world in every Yoga along with His consort Sri Lakshmi to protect the 
people in this world and this fact is known to one and all. In tho Krutha- 
Dwapara Yugas He had taken the form of human being to protect the 
bhaktas and also to punish the evil forces. in the Kaliyuga He comes to this 
world in the Archa form and He makes himsoi! submissive to His Shaktas. 
Archa form means He comes and resides in the idols made of stone or metal 
or wood, in the form in which His Bhaktas want him, Lord who took 
Narasimha Avatar for the sake of Prahlad has kindly come as Nine 
Narsimhas in Kaliyuga in the Archa form at Ahobilam Hills. Sri Ahobitam 
Hills is a dense forest area and a difficult terrain where one can go only with 
tho blessings of the Lord. In the Ahobilam, there are Nine forms of 
Narasimhas namely ‘sates seso, тпейез, Op, цэргээ, атрайл, sess, SY. 
anart However they are located in different parts of the Hills and it is 
difficult for devotees to go and sask darshan. Honce Molala Narasimha, ane 
of the Nine Narasimhas, kindly came in the hands of Sri Adivan Satakaps 
Swami іп 1398 AD and ordained him to carry Him from place to place so that 
all can have the blessings of the Narasimha of Ahobilam. That 15: how Sri 
Ahobila Mutt was started 625 years back by Sri Adivan Satakopa Swami. 
Since Sri Malola is one of the NIne Narasimhas, the Bhaktas cannot have 
darshan of the remaining Eight Narasimhas unless they go to the Ahobilam 
Hills. His Holiness, the 46th Jeer of Sri Ahobila Mutt has kindly made it 
possible for the Bhaktas to have darshan of all Nine Narasimhas in one 
temple at "Nalmisharanya" (a location with forest name), and named it. a5: 
Uttara Ahobilam". At N ын 
x Ahobilam". At aimisharanya, Lord also resides in the form of 
Aranya". Further the Brindavan (temple on the mortal) of His Holiness the 
43rd Jeer of Ahobila Mutt, is also situated at this place. The New Nava 
Narasimha Temple construction has been completed and its "Maha 
Samprokshanam" (Pran Pratistha) is proposed to bo hold | со! 
His Holliness the 46th : n foe Bresanee of 
e Jeorof Sri Ahobila Mutt between 18-04-2024 and 
GRRE The schedule of events is given below. We Е all the 
avotees to participate in the function and get blessed by His Holiness 


Srimad Azh 
Ene a Миний тий (46th Jeerof SrrAhobila Mutt) and Lord Sri Lakshmi 


By the ordor of His Holi 
18-02-2024 oliness | 
Chennai Dr. S. Padmanabhachariar 
Srikaryam, Sri Abobila Mutt 
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NEW NAVA NARASIMHA TEMPLE МАНА SAMDRORKSHARNA 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (18-24-2024 TO 22-04-2024) 


EVENTS 
PRATISHTA SANKALPAM, RITWIK VARANAM, 
VISHVAKSENA ARADHANAM, MRUTH, SANGRAHANAM, 
YAGASHALA PRAVESHAM, DWARA PUJA, PALIKA SOMAKUMBHA 
STAPANAM, ANKURA HOMAN, ANKURAPANAM, NIVADANAM, 
BHEEJAVAPAM, BALI SADITTAL 


OWARA PUJA, SOMAKUMBHAARAGHANAM, DEVALAYAMARJANAM, | 
PARYAGNIKARANAM, PANCHAKAVYA PROKSHANAM, MAARJANAM 
PUNYAHA THEERTHA PROKSHAHNAM, PRATIMAACHADANAMM, 
МАМОМАНА SHANTI HOAMAN 

DWARA PUJA, RAKSHA ВАМОНАММ, CHAAYADI МАЗАМ. JALADH! . 
VASAM KUMBHA MANDALA БТНАРАНАМ 


20-04-24| BAM CHATUSTHANAARCHANAM. VASTU НОМАМ, JALADHI VASA 
a S rz UDHVASANAM, HOMAM, POORANHUTI 


3 PM ALL MOOLAVARS 9 KALAS TIRUMANJANAM, NAYANONMEELANAM 
CHATUSTHANNARCHANAM , HOMAR, gPOORNAHUTI 


CHATUSTHANNARCHANAM , НОМАМ, POORNAHUTI 


ALL UTSAVARS 17 KALAS TIRUMANJANAM, GODOHNAM 
CHATUSTHANNARCHANAM, NITYA НОМАМ, ТАТУА HOMAM, 
SAJEEVAKARNAM, PRAYASCHITA НОМАМ. POORANHUTI 


VISHWAROOPAM, CHATUSTHANNARCHANAM , HOMAM, 
POORNAHUTI, ВАМ UDHVASANAM, AGNI UPAKUMBHA, SOMA KUMBHA 
MANDALA UDHVASANAM 


GRAHA PREETI, YATRA DANAM, BHIMBHA KUM BHAMAM PROCESSION, 
DWARADESE DRUSHTI PARIHARAM, ENTERING GARBA GRAHA AND 
‘KUMBHA PROKSHANAM 

MANTRA PUSHPAM, RAKSHA SOOTRA VISARJANAM, МАНА НАМЕ 
RIVEDANAM ЗАТТВИМАНА! HONOUR TO SRIMAD AZHAGIYASINGAR 
AND THE PANDITS, TEERTHAM SRI SATHARI GOSHTI 


GRAND KALYANA UTSAVAM 


UTSAVAR PROCESSION IN NAIMISHARANYA 


1 [ong HOME SUNDA FOR ALL DAYS | 102000 
VIMANARIGOPURAMPERKALAS | 50000 
ARIRUMANJANM FOR MOOLAVARS | ` 
YAGASALA - PER KALAS 
TEMPLE VESSELS PER SANNIOHI 
PRASAD 


DONATIONS INCLUDING FOR CONSTRUCTION CONTACT 
FOR SRI S SARANATHAN - 98675 50318 
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ПІШІП 


- Sri Mukundan Devarajan 


Part V: Saranagati D The Science of Surrender 


Summary of the previous discussion 


To conclude Part V of our discussion, 
we began to summarise our 
understanding of Saranagati along a few 


dimensions: 


1. Saranágati is an explicit act to be 
performed by the seeker — the action 
is a manifestation of our resolve, and 
is therefore a form of knowledge. 


2. The core act of Saranagati is “Atma 
niksepa” — reposing the Atma’s being, 
the responsibility for the Atma’s 
protection and the ultimate benefit at 
the feet of Lord. 


3. |t has five “añqas” (contributory 
acts). Of these, Maha-visvasa 
(unshakeable faith) in the Lord and 
the upaya is perhaps the toughest to 
develop. 

4. Piratti and the Lord are together in 


every stage of Saranagati: as our 
master (Svami), the actual means to 


release (ирауа) and what is being 
enjoyed in moksa (upeya). Piratti is 
never separated from the Lord. 


5. We examined 3 episodes of 
Saranagati: those by the Raksasa king 
Vibhisana, Svami Nammazhvar and 
Sri Ramanuja. Each of these 
strengthened our understanding of 
how this upaya works in practice. 


х... 


Dimension 6: The exact mode of 
performing Saranagati 


Our discussion in Part V of this series 
examined how Saranagati is performed. 
We discussed the two most prominent 
modes of the upaya — Ukti vs. Acarya 
Nistha. Yet again, Svami Sri De&ikan 
captures the essence of the modes of 
Saranagati in one verse, providing a 
characteristically sharp allegory in his 
Nyasa Tilaka (2 1): 
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Andho апапаһа grahana vasagah 
уай Байдеба yadvat 


Райдиһ naukà kuhara nihito ` 
neeyate nàvikena | 


Bhunkte bhogan avidita nrpah 
sevakasya arbhakadih 


Tvat sampraptau prabhavati tathà 
desiko me dayaluh || 


Окы Nistha: Іп this verse, Svami 
likens the seeker of Saranagati through 
Ukti Nistha to a blind man who needs 
assistance crossing the road. He holds 
on to the hand of another person with 
vision who is confidently able to cross 
the road — and they both make it to the 


other side. The nuance is that both the 
person who needs help and the one giving 
help walk side by side. Similarly, in the 
process of Ukti nstha, the Acarya and 
the seeker both speak the words 
embodying Saranagati. As lüjimedu 
Srimad Azhagiyasingar explained in his 


exquisite monograph the Ukti 


Nisthabharana, this act of Окі Nistha is 
to be understood as a three-way dialogue 
— where the seeker repeats the words of 
Saranagati as taught to him by the Acarya 
in front of the Lord who accepts this act 
as a valid upava. This, as Srimad 
Azhagiyasingar pointed out, is entirely 
the way Saranagati through Ukti Nistha 
is performed even to this day in our Sri 
Sannidhi. 


Асагуа Nisthà is described by Svami 
Desikan in this verse through the example 


of someone who needs to cross a river. 


but chooses not to do so by swimming 
across it. Instead, he sits in a boat, 
reposing all his faith in a boatman who 
is the one putting in all the effort of 
moving the oars to get this other person 
across. The first person happily sits in 
the boat doing nothing and manages to 
make it to the other side — only because 
he sought the refuge of the boatman. 
Similarly, the seeker through Acarya 
nisthà finds refuge at the feet of his 
Acarya, who puts in all the effort to seek 
the Lord's feet on behalf of the seeker. 
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Much like the person sitting quietly on 
the boat, the seeker himself needs to do 
little else for the upaya to be complete — 
except, of course, seeking ап Асагуа. If 
the seeker were not to do even this, it 
would not qualify as Acarya Nistha. 


What is important to bear in mind is 
that be it Ukti Nistha or Acarya Nistha, 
the prowess of the upaya in getting us 
our desired fruit of moksa is exactly the 
same. There is absolutely no reason to 
“prefer” one mode of Saranagati over 
another — other than the practice, 
instruction and benevolence of our 
Acaryas in taking us through one path 
or the another. In turn, this is entirely 
derived from the grace of the Divine 
Couple in offering us a chance to seek 
their feet through this act of Saranagati. 
Each mode has its form of enjoyment 
associated with it. In the case of Ukti 
Nistha, the seeker gets the chance to 
speak the words associated with 
Saranagati and therefore enjoys a certain 
physical bond with his Acarya and the 
Lord. Similarly, the seeker through Acarya 
Nistha gets the chance to bask in the 
complete and unflinching grace of his 
Acarya, who takes the seeker under his 
wings, bringing out the benevolence of 
the Divine Couple without having to break 
a sweat. Either way, there is no difference 
in what the seeker gains as a result of 
having performed the upaya. 
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Dimension 7: The basis for Saranagati 


All the logic presented in favour of 
performing Saranagati as an upaya would 
be for nought if we cannot establish an 
explicit basis for it as ordained by the 
scriptures. As we have seen time and 
again, Svami DeSikan’s principle for us 


SES С. 


+з ت‎ eie 


all to go by, is: Tarka pandityattale 
ninaitthadu ellam sadhikkalay irukka 
cheide ire пат ргатапа Saranarai 
porugiradu (Srimad Rahasya Traya Sara). 


To appreciate Svami’s viewpoint, it is 
important to remember that he was a 
lion among poets and logicians — Kavi 
Tarkika Simha. Despite his prowess as 
a Tarkika (logician), Svami avers that 
logic alone cannot help establish any 
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doctrine. For a doctrine to be truly valid, 
there ought to be an explicit basis in the 
scriptures (pramana). Inevitably, this begs 
the question of whether there is an explicit 
basis in the scriptures for Saranagati as 


a means to release. 


In his Niksepa Raksa, Svami 
established evidence both from the 
Upabrhmanas (supporting texts to the 
Upanisads, namely the Itihasas and 
Puranas) as well as the Upanisads 
themselves that one ought to perform 
Saranagati. Svami went on to clarify that 
this basis for Saranagati was to be 
interpreted as applicable to not just 
Saranagati performed as a contributory 
act of Bhakti Yoga (i.e. as айда prapatti) 
but also to that performed as an 
independent upaya (i.e. as svatantra 
prapatti). 


Putting it all together 


As we draw this part of our series to 
a close, it is worth reiterating that the 
chance to seek the feet of the Lord 
through Saranagati, and to take it a step 
further and gain a close and clear 
understanding the upaya in all its glorious 
dimensions, is a blessing that does not 
accrue easily. Through the past several 
months, we have had this unique 
opportunity to understand Saranagati 
better. This is entirely due to the grace 
of the entire lineage of our Acaryas who 


have left us Wi 
through their words, actions and most 


importantly, through their works which 
have been preserved through the ages, 
and handed down to us with utmost care. 


As Svàmi Dešikan reminds us, it is 
futile to even áttempt to pay back our 
Acaryas for this unparalleled grace: 


Енгі manatthu ezhil jfiana vilakkkai, 
iru] anaitthum 

Mattriyavarkku oru kaimmaru 
Mayanum kanakillan 

Pottri ugappadhum, pundhiyil 
kolvadhum, porigu pugazh 

Sattri valarppadhum 

sattrallavó munnam pettradharkké 

Adhikara Sangraham — 38 


Our default state of being, before the 
grace of our Acaryas rescued us, was to 
be immersed in the overwhelming gloom 
of ignorance. Our Ácàryas blessed us by 
lighting up the lamp of knowledge and 
providing us with clarity about our own 
selves and the way for us to redeem 
ourselves from our bondage and reach 
the feet of the Lord. However, it would 
be our folly if we want to repay our 
Acaryas for this blessing, since, as Svami 
DeSikan says, even the Lord would not 
be able to recompense them for their 
kindness (Mayanum kanakillan). 
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This, however, does not mean that 
we ought to do nothing. The least we 
can do is to constantly thank our Acaryas 
for their benediction and sing their glories 
in this world.and beyond. Most 


teachings and the knowledge they have 
imparted to us clearly in our minds and 
continue to strive for even more clarity 
about the scriptures with every passing 
moment. 


importantly, it is our duty to hold their 
G= ду 
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Tribute from Telangana Government 


On 29.2.2024, the Telangana Government offered Pattu vastrams 
to Sri Prahladavarada Svami and Sri Jwala Narasimha Svami in 


Rudravaram village as a part of the ongoing Paruveta Utsavam. 


As per the instructions of Smt.Konda Surekha garu, Hon’ble Minister 
for Endowments, Government of Telangana, Sri Anil Kumar IAS, 


Commissioner, Endowments Department offered Pattu vastrams on 


behalf of Government of Telangana along with Sri Purandar Kumar, 


EO Jogulamba Temple, Alampur. © 
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@aruveta UtsavamOof Ahobilam 


Efforts on to get UNESCO tag 
for @aruveta UtsavamOof Ahobilam. 


The annual mock hunting festival 
conducted at the Sri Narasimha 
Svami temple stands as a symbol of 
communal harmony, where the deity 
from the sanctum sanctorum of the 
temple is taken to the 32 Сһейсһи 
tribal hamlets around Ahobilam for 
40 days. 


The Cherichu tribals give a ceremonial 
reception to the deity of Lord Narasimha 
Svami arriving from the Ahobilam temple 
to their hamlet, as part of the “Paruveta 
Utsavam’ in Nandyal district. 


The Indian National Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage (INTACH) is making 
efforts to get the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) to declare the 
annual ‘Paruveta’ (mock hunting 
festival), celebrated at the Srî Narasimha 
Svami temple in Ahobilam as an 
‘intangible cultural heritage’. 


The intangible cultural heritages are 
traditions, festivals, and skills inherited 
from ancestors and passed on through 
generations. This festival stands as a 
symbol of communal harmony where the 


A.D. Rangarajan 


deity from the temple’s sanctum 
sanctorum is taken to the 32 Chenchu 
tribal hamlets around Ahobilam for 40 
days. 


The matter of UNESCO’s recognition 
of the centuries-old festival is currently 
being reviewed by Sangeet Natak 
Academy, the nodal agency. 


The lore says 


According to folklore, Lord Visnu, 
upon his incarnation as a man-lion 
(Narasimha) in Ahobilam, married 
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Maha Laksmi, born as a tribal girl 
Сһейсһшакѕһті. The Kurnool District 
Gazetteers, published by Government 
Press in 1881, records several beliefs 
of the Cheñchu tribes, including their 
reverence to Ahobila Narasimha as their 
brother-in-law and inviting Him home 
for Makara Sankranti. 


Narasimha Diksa 


While Paruveta is commonly observed 
in many temples during Vijayadasami or 
Sankranti, it is only here that it is 
conducted for a ‘mandala’ (forty days). 
Сһейсһив take ‘Narasimha Diksa’ by 
wearing yellow robes and “Tulasi Mala’ 
and observe celibacy during this period. 


“The temple staff stay in these 
hamlets for the entire period, indicating 
the presence of a casteless society in the 
past, with no hint of untouchability” says 
M.V. Sivakumar Reddy, President of 
INTACH Nandyal chapter. Even the 
Pancharatra Agama (doctrine of temple 


worship) mentions Paruveta as 


СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by 


*Mrgayotsava and specifies certain 


parameters for conducting this event. 

“The spiritual sojourn starts with the 
tribals aiming their bow and shooting two 
arrows at the palanquin, not only as a 
mark of reverence but also to show that 
the deity is under their protective cover," 
observes INTACH Additional Co- 
Convener K.B. Sethuraman, who is also 
the Communication Officer of Ahobilam 
temple. 


Sankranti festival is celebrated on the 
day the deity reaches their hamlet, he 
adds. 


Tribal link 


By ‘Guru Parampara’, the temple is 
governed by the 600-year-old Ahobila 
Math, which encouraged this tribal festival 
to spread Srivaishnavism among the folk 
tribes. The tribal link to Lord Visnu is 
confirmed in Vasantika Parinayam, a 
Sanskrit drama written by the Math’s 
7" Jiyar (pontiff), several centuries ago. 
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Milk Matters 


Dadhi, Navanita, Ksiramulu rucho? — Sri Thyagaraja 


Dr. Supraja Srikanth, Nutritionist, USA 


This article narrates a conversation between Krsna, Laksmi (Krsna’s mother) and 
Malolan (Krsna’s neighbour) on the value of milk in our sattvika diet. 


Krsna: Amma, I’m hungry. What can 
I eat? 


Laksmi: Thayir sadham? 

Krsna: Amma! Don’t you know? I 
have become a vegan since | visited the 
U.S. and have stopped drinking milk and 


milk products including curd and paneer. 
What else is there to eat? 


Laksmi: I don’t know why you are 
following these fad diets. For generations, 
we have been consuming milk and curd. 
Why do you feel a sudden necessity to 
stop eating them? 

Krsna: Amma, if I don’t want to eat, 
don’t force me. 

Malolan, the next-door neighbour, 
walks into the middle of this heated 
conversation. 


Krsna: Hello Anna, come in. 
Malolan: Krsna, is everything okay? 


Krsna: It is all good, Anna. 


Before Krsna completes the sentence, 
' Krsna's mom interjects and starts talking 
spiritedly. 


Laksmi: Malolan, Krsna is throwing 
a fit like a small baby about eating thayir 
sadham. Apparently, he has become a 
vegan since he went to the U.S. for 
studying Masters. I don’t know where 
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he is getting these crazy ideas from. Can 
you put some sense into his head? He is 
more likely to listen to you than to me. 


Krsna glances at his mom irritably and 
murmurs, “Why is she sharing all of this 


now?" 


Malolan senses the awkwardness in 
the room and tries to excuse himself. 


Malolan: Sorry to have come in the 
middle of this conversation. I will come 
back later. 


Laksmi: It is okay, Malolan. 


Krsna starts talking to Malolan, hoping 
that he would come to his rescue. 


Krsna: Anna, you tell me, what is 
wrong with being a vegan? You have 
lived in the U.S. Isn't veganism very 
common there? 


Malolan: There is nothing wrong with 
being a vegan; but why do you want to 
become a vegan? 


Krsna: It is a way of practicing ahimsa, 
I quess. 


Malolan: But we are already 
vegetarians and we never harm any 
animals. i 


Krsna murmurs, “True, but... 


Before Krsna can say another word, 
Malolan resumes. 


Malolan: Milk and milk products are 
an important part of our sáttvika diet 
since eternity. Don't you know that it is 
Krsna's favorite food? I mean Lord 
Krsna! He is reported to have consumed 
dairy products wholesale — arár fadam 
ода]. ullalavum kai nitti arada venney 
vizhurigi (Siriya Tirumadal — Tirumarigai 


` Azhvar). Even when these were carefully 


hidden from Him, He used to raid the 
hiding places and decamp with dairy- 
Maiyar tadam kan karum kündal Aycchi 
maraiya vaittha thayir neyaar palodu 
amudu seyda némi añgai Mayan. 


Both chuckle and it lightens the mood 
in the room. 


Malolan: Svàmi Deéikan has 
elaborately discussed milk and milk 
products in his Алага Niyamam. Except 
for a few instances, Svàmi advises 
sumptuous consumption of milk, 
buttermilk and ghee without any 
hesitation. 


Krsna: Oh! That is good to know. 
However, these days, I feel like milk is 
hotly debated in the nutrition world and 
this has made me wonder whether it is 
healthy or harmful. You have ? 


background in public health. What are | 


your thoughts? 


Malolan: Yes. | have heard that 100. 
Let me discuss the value of having milk 
(and milk products). Then, you can decide 
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for yourself whether it is healthful or harmful 
and whether you should be a vegan or not. 


Milk is an excellent source of protein, 
perhaps the only source of “complete” 
protein for vegetarians like us. Milk is 
also packed with other nutrients, as it 
serves as an excellent source of potassium, 
vitamin B12, vitamin D and omega-3 — 
all of which are typically lacking in 
vegetarian diets. 


Krsna: Interesting! Looks like milk is 
a powerhouse of nutrients, especially for 
vegetarians. 


Malolan: Yes, very true. Research 
shows that milk and milk products are 
good for your bones and prevent 
osteoporosis and bone fractures, 
especially in older people. 


Krsna: How much milk do you need 
to drink every day? 


Malolan: We need about 3 cups of 
dairy milk per day to meet the day-to- 
day nutritional needs. This can come 
from your coffee, tea, milk, curd, 
buttermilk, etc. Children under 9, like 
your little cousin Srivatsan, need 2% 
| cups per day to ensure proper growth 
and development. 


Krsna: Anna, but there are so many 
types of milk available in the market, 
Possibly based on the fat content. Which 
One should we consume daily? It is very 
confusing. 


Málolan: Whole milk contains the 
highest amount of fat. Other options are 
toned milk (with 2-396 fat), double- 
toned milk (with 1-1.596 fat) and 
skimmed milk (with 0.1-0.396). Whole 
milk is recommended only for babies, to 
support growth and development. For 
everyone else, it is better to choose milk 
with a lower fat content, as it is the best 
option for your heart health. 


Laksmi: We used to buy toned milk 
with 2-396 fat, and now have switched 
to 196 double-toned milk after mama 
was diagnosed with high cholesterol. 


Malolan: That is a great choice, mami. 
Even though toned milk (with 2-396 fat) 
may have less fat than whole milk, it still 
has way too much fat for regular use. 
Double-toned milk with 196 fat is more 
appealing and is a good compromise for 
sustainable use. Remember, most of the 
other nutrients will almost be the same 


across the milk sources, except for fat. 


Laksmi: How about buffalo milk? 
One of our relatives buys it and swears 
that it is healthier. 


Malolan: | know many consume 
buffalo milk, but it has almost twice the 
amount of fat as cow's milk. So, it may 
not be a great choice for daily use. 
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Krsna: Anna, | know you mentioned 
that it is important to drink 3 cups of 
milk or milk products each day for good 
health; but my mama finds it difficult to 
tolerate milk because he complains of 
gas and bloating after drinking milk. He 
apparently never had this issue in his 
childhood and developed this only 
recently. 


Malolan: Some develop lactose 
intolerance as they age. People with this 
condition may not be able to fully digest 
lactose (a type of sugar present in the 
milk) and find it difficult to tolerate milk. 
Even for them, curd and buttermilk are 
good alternatives, since they contain less 
lactose. 


Krsna: That is interesting. 1 will 
suggest this to mama when | meet him 
next. 


Malolan: Now that we have 
transitioned to curd and buttermilk, let's 
talk more about them. As we know, 
buttermilk or mor is the whey that is 
leftover after churning butter from 
cultured full-cream milk. These days, 
buttermilk is made at home by churning 
thayir. Svami De$ikan (in Алага 
Niyamam) places special emphasis on 
buttermilk and recommends avoiding 
foods from which the essence is taken 
out, except for buttermilk. 


Belonging to the family of milk, 
buttermilk and curd are excellent sources 
of calcium and phosphorus, which 
prevent bone-related issues. They are 
also a great source of vitamin B12, a 
nutrient that vegetarians often lack. 


Krsna: Very interesting. | often 
attribute thayir and mor as "dumb" foods 
because of the saying mutta/ukku тйпи 
vélai mor sadham. 


Malolan: Well, that is not at all true. 


Krsna: Recently, I also read in an 
article that curd and buttermilk have 
numerous health benefits. 


Malolan: Yes. Curd and buttermilk 
intake is shown to lower cholesterol and 
even prevent cancer. Plus, they аге one 
of the best sources of probiotics. 


Krsna: In the U.S., consuming 
probiotics is a big deal. My friends take 
large quantities of probiotic supplements 
because they don't have a good way to 
consume them in their diets, unlike us. 


Malolan: Very true. One well-known 
benefit of buttermilk is that it helps with 
stomach issues such as diarrhea, Crohn's 
disease, ulcerative colitis and irritable 
bowel disease symptoms. 


Krsna: When I have an upset stomach, 
my patti asks me to eat ‘mor’ sadham 
and | have always wondered why. ! 
thought that it was because my stomach 
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could not tolerate spicy Auzhambu and 
sáthamudhu. However, looks like mor 
sádham.could alleviate stomach 
conditions. 


Malolan: Even Perumal likes nir mor 
and we. offer it to Sri Rama during Sri 
Ràma Navami. Moris the refreshing and 
perfect drink for cooling down your body 
during the oppressive hot summer 
months. 


Krsna: Yes. This summer I’m going 
to have nir mor, instead of bottled cool 
drinks. 


Malolan: Way to go! 


Krsna: Annà, how about ghee? I feel 
like butter and ghee always get a lot of 
bad press. 


Malolan: Ghee comes from the 
Sanskrit word (gAyta), meaning to 
sprinkle. As the name suggests, ghee is 
not meant to be consumed in large 
quantities. It has several health benefits 
such as facilitating absorption of vitamins 
and minerals. 


In Ayurveda, ghee is used in the 
treatment of allergies, skin and respiratory 
diseases, and as a vehicle to incorporate 
spices. For example, with incessant 
cough, ground pepper is mixed with ghee 
and given to the patient. 


Krsna: Interesting, but isn't ghee bad 
for your heart? 
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Malolan: It is important to put ghee 
in the context of the entire diet. Even 
our ancestors used ghee in their regular 
diet, but sparingly and not excessively. 
For example, when doing parisecanam 
every day, you add a spoon of ghee and 
not a ladle. 


Ghee contains about 5096 saturated 
fat, which raises LDL cholesterol 
(commonly known as bad cholesterol). 
This is a well-known risk factor for heart 
disease. It is okay to have ghee in your 
daily diet, as long as it is in moderation. 


Krsna: Good point. Moderation is key! 


Malolan: Another interesting point 
is that our ancestors have not only 
prescribed what we eat, but how to eat 
too. Have you ever heard of the saying 
Morai perukki, neiyay urukkf? 


Krsna: Oh, yeah! By diluting mor or 
melting nei, one can still consume the 
goodness of these foods, but the amount 
one consumes can still be under check. 
And Anda] tells us that these foods are 
best avoided when we are observing 
‘ratam’ — neyyunnóm palunnóm'. 

Malolan: Besides milk, buttermilk and 
ghee, there are so many other milk 
products including ice cream, panner, 
cheese, etc. However, none of these were 
prescribed by Svami DeSikan. As long as 
we consume what our ancestors did, we 
should be okay. 
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Krsna: Totally agree! 


Malolan: Much of the controversies 
about the healthy or harmful effects of 
milk come from research studies poorly 
differentiating milk sources. For example, 
I suspect that the increased health risks 
noted in many studies could come from 
consuming high-fat milk products such 
as cheese or ice cream, which is also 
high in sugar. Remember, having a cup 
of ice cream is not the same as drinking 
a cup of milk. It is highly processed - but 
that is a conversation for another day. 


Krsna: Wow! Very interesting. You 
have such awesome perspective and 
knowledge. Thank you so much Anna, 
for enlightening me about the value of 
consuming milk. | can’t believe that I 
was just blindly following a vegan diet 
based on what my friends were doing. 


Malolan: No problem. I’m glad that 
I could help. 


Amid this interesting conversation, 1 
forgot why Í came to your house. 


He then turns towards Laksmi and 
says, 


Mami, Amma asked me to get a spoon 
of thayir to use as a starter for making 
thayir. Can you spare some? 


Laksmi: Absolutely! 


As Laksmi goes to the kitchen, Krsna 
tells her, 


Krsna: Amma, I’m ready to have 
thayir sádham. I will get my plate. 


Laksmi: Sure Krsna. I’m glad you 
turned around. You should thank 
Malolan for enlightening you. Ө 
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hen Í go to my bookshelves in 
search of a book, | am led to 
wonder at how these volumes, 


sumptuous or thin, have enriched my 
knowledge of Srivaisnavism down the 
decades. A good number of them are 
from my parents. However, there are 
many that have gained a special place 
because of the circumstances in which 1 
acquired them. I also learned the ways 
of real lovers of books — my unfading 
thanks to these generous friends of the 
printed word. 


I distinctly remember a good number 
`of old books being sold in a bylane of 
the Sathara Vidhi in Srirangam, where 1 
had gone to buy flowers for the first 
time. On my way, І saw an old house 
with a huge number of books heaped in 
the front verandah, which had grills. As 
I stood peering through the grills, for I 
thought the owner was rearranging his 
library, a soft voice (obviously noticing 
my madisar saree) followed by an elderly 
gentleman, came out and enquired what 
I was looking for. I said, “Svami, І am a 
student of religion. Are these books for 
sale? Can I see them?” He smiled and 
Wished to know whether ] wanted books 
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оп Vaisnavam. He invited me іп and 
said I could look at the books for a while 
and went to other customers. He was 
certainly a knowledgeable bookseller! He 
spoke of Saivism and Saktam as well 
and informed me about the festivals that 
were going on in Srirahgam at that time. 
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He had rightly understood that | was 
almost a newcomer to the realm of Sri 


Ranganatha. 


Fifteen minutes later, | went to him 
with a new edition of Nalayira Divya 
Prabandham that I wanted to gift a friend 
and a slightly damaged book titled Peeps 
into Mysticism. When | paid for them, 
he refused to charge anything for the 
book on mysticism. I protested when he 
said he would be grateful if I told my 
friends about this shop. This is how I 
gained one of the very good books for 
my shelves. 


Actually it was not the title that drew 
me first because І mistook it for a book 
on Western mysticism. However, as | 
turned the pages, I found that the book 
had a foreword by Sri M. Ananthasayanam 
Ayyangar. It was published in 1986 but 
was already in an old book shop! The 
covers had vanished. Fortunately, the 
first thing I did on reaching home was to 
put my signature and the date:2 2.3.93. 


Interesting. An eminent personality 
writes the Preface and is followed by an 
array of Srivaisnava scholars who write 
highly about the scholarship of the 
author, among them the Sanskrit scholar, 
A Srinivasa Raghavan, S. Varadachari 
(Federal Court Judge), and S. Parthasarathy, 
Inspector General of Police who was at 
that time the Secretary of the Visishtadvaita 


Pracharini Sabha, the publishers of the 
book. The author, D. Ramaswamy 
Ayyangar, was an advocate at Madras, 
and soon I learned, when perusing the 
book, that he was an erudite scholar of 
Srivaisnavism. 


Sri Anantha Sayanam Ayyangar’s 
preface is revelatory of the high 
seriousness with which even the political ` 
leaders of the past worked at home and 
in their office for spreading the glory 
and good in Indian culture. He notes 
that this is a gift to “the English-knowing 
public” for he may have noted some 
weakening in the approaches to our great 
tradition by the new generation of 
English-speaking youth of the day. He 
feels anxious that despite the Azhvars 
singing the hymns of devotion to the 
Supreme and 51 Ramanuja and great 
commentators explaining them, much 
more needs to be done to pull them 
close to the original scripture gifted by 
the Azhvars. He also notes that Sri 
Ramanuja’s exposition of Viésistadvaita 
philosophy has not reached the English- 
speaking people (here and abroad) as 
has that of Adi Sankara. Much has to be 
done and so he welcomes heartily Sri 
Ramaswamy Ayyangar, and he hopes that 
this “interesting and instructive book” 
will certainly induce “every reader to dive 
deeper into the works of the Azhvars. 
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The Governor (Dr. Ananta Sayanam 
Ayyangar), after a careful study of the 
text, even takes the trouble of helping 
the English reader to pronounce correctly 
Tamil words such as Azhvar and teaches 
us how to approach the God-idea as 
presented by Azhvars and Acaryas: 


“Their knowledge of God was not a 
mere intellectual perception but went up 
to realisation. To them, God was a living 
presence, He lived in them, and they 
lived in Him. The lives of Azhvars were 
those of dedication to the service of the 
Lord. They did not conceive of God as 
one without attributes, a nirguna 
Brahman, but as one full of divine attributes. 
From their songs, it is clear that all of 
them enjoyed the presence of God.” 


A simple narrative helped by scientific 
imagery make the foreword an extremely 
enjoyable and educative introduction to 
Peeps into Mysticism. The collection of 
essays opens with brief sketches on the 
lives of Azhvars — Poygai, Bhutam and 
Pey, followed by Tirumazhisai Azhvar. 
The author notes with joy that where 
even the Upanisads are uncertain about 
the presence of God by saying ya evam 
Veda (thus have the ancients told us), 
Tirumazhisai Azhvar says, “1 have known 
the Divine Being in clear terms". Like 
his verses, sweet are the outpourings of 
Tondaradippodi Azhvar, Tiruppanar and 
Tirumangai Azhvar 
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The royal Kulagekhara! The author 
refers to the Sanskrit side of the Azhvar’s 
achievement and gives some of the 
similes with which his Tamil hymns 
scintillate; as also the Azhvar’s praise 
for the true devotees of the Lord, which 
he has recorded in the 2" Tirumozhi: 


“In it, the Azhvar points out that there 
is no greater profit or pleasure for the 
eyes than to look at the gathering of 
Meyyadiyars (true devotees) of Ranganatha 
who dance in ecstasy out of feelings of 
love towards the sweet Honey that 
resides in Srirahgam." 


It is amazing that the introduction of 
the twelve Azhvars manages to gift a lot 
of information and $ri Ramaswamy 
Ayyangar has made a complete study of 
the focal points in the work of these Tamil 
Saints who ushered in the Bhakti Age 
which is still flourishing grandly all over India. 


Having gained details about the life 
of the Azhvars, we now turn to the 
mysticism one finds in these poems and 
understand them as an experiential 
philosophy that helps us understand 
ourselves and the world around us. 
Guided by the author, we will proceed to 
explore in the next issue of Sri 
Nrsimhapriya the realms of mysticism 
beginning with Goda Devi, the one poetess 
in the Tamil language who ultimately 
became a Goddess. 9 
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Sri Lakshminrusimha parabrahmane Namaha 


d Sri Ahobila Mutt Veda Prabandha Patashala 

=a =a p<. Srl Ahobila Mutt Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya 
(Affiliated to University of Madras & funded by Central Sanskrit University 
- New Delhi) 

(Estd. 1942) 


& 


Sri Ahobila Mutt Oriental High School 
(Recognized by Govt. of Tamilnadu) 
Madurantakam, Chengalpet - Tamilnadu 
(Estd.1952) 
(AU above Institutions are administered by Sri Malolan Educational Trust) 
With the Blessings of Lord Sri Lakshminrusimhan and our acharyan Srimate Srivan 
Sathakopa Sri Ranganatha Yateendra Mahadesikan 


Admissions are open for the Academic Year 2024 -25 
From eligible Brahmin boys 
Following Courses are offered: 
Sri Ahobila Mutt Veda Prabandha Patashala 


Krishna Yajur Vedam (7 Years-Kramantham) & (must have undergone Upanayanam) 
Nalayira Divya Prabandham (4 Years) 

Upayukta Pancharatra Agamas (2 Years) 

Upayukta Veda & Prabandha (2 Years) 


v v Y YV 


Sri Ahobila Mutt Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya 
Prak- Siromani (2 Years) (Qualification— 10^ Pass or Completed Veda Samhita/Agamas) 


Madhyama Siromani (Vyakarana, Nyaya, Visishtadvaita Vedanta) (B.A.-3 Years) 
(Completed Prak-Siromani or Equivalent) 


Siromani (Vyakarana, Nyaya, Visishtadvaita Vedanta) (M.A.-2 Years) - (Completed any 
Degree with Sanskrit Subjects) 


(We are giving special coaching classes for NIOS and Higher Secondary Examinations) 
Sri Ahobila Mutt Oriental High School 
From 6™ to 10% Standard (S.S.L.C)- Oriental Studies 


(АЦ students are provided with free excellent Educ 

ation, free modern Hostel 
accommodation that includes healthy food and modern dormitory facilities. The students 
are trained in adtionat Gurukula style focusing mainly on performing of nithya- 
kermanuehtena such as Sandhyavandhanam, Samitadhenam, and learning Upyukta Veda 


& Prabandha, Srimad Ramaysnam, Srimad Bhag 
avatem 
Thiruveradhanam (Pancharatra) and much more. р Stotas; Bhagavad 


Contact Detalls 


Sri. V. = 
V. Rajegopelan — 9894519616 Dr, S. Anandan — 8610225747 
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TTD celebrates 894% Origin Day of Tirupati 


Courtesy: 7he New Indian Express (25.2.24) 


colourful procession was taken 
out in Tirupati on Saturday 
as part of the 894" birthday 


celebrations of the temple town. 


TIRUPATI: The 894" Origin Day of 
the Pilgrim City of Tirupati was celebrated 
with pomp and gaiety on Saturday. 
Tirumalà Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) 


Chairman Bhumana Karunakara Reddy 


said that henceforth, the Srivari temple 


8 


Trust will mark the occasion оп par with 


the annual Brahmotsavams. 


Elaborating on the significance of the 
day, Bhumana said the temple city was 
named as Govindarajapuram and the 
foundation stone was laid on February 
24, 1130 by $n Ramanujacarva. 
Pointing out that the priests recite the 
tale of Tirupati's formation daily during 


the Mantrapuspam ritual held at the 
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Govindaraja Svàmi temple, the TID chief 
said the oldest inscription on the 
Gopuram of the Govindaraja Svami 
temple provides historical evidence of 


Tirupati’s origin. 


“Vaisnavite saint Bhagawad 
Ramanujacarya had laid the foundation 
stone for the Govindaraja Svami temple 
and installed the idol inside the sanctum 
sanctorum on the same day in 1130 
AD. Sri Ramanujacarya lived for 120 
years and he established the temple when 
he was 112 years old. It is reasonable 
to mark February 24 as the birthday of 
Tirupati,” he explained. 


He added, “Before Tirupati’s 
establishment, only Tirumala to the north 
and Tirusukanür (Tiruchanir) to the 
south existed. To accommodate the 
priests who trekked up the Tirumala hills 
daily, Ramanujacarya laid the stone for 


the Govindaraja Svami temple.” 


“He created the Agraháram, marking 
the first step towards building the 
township. Tirupati was then developed 
equidistant from the two existing villages, 


forming the nucleus of the city." 


As part of the celebrations, Bhumana 
flagged off the Sobha Yatra from the 
Govindaraja Svami temple. Hundreds of 
devotees chanted bhajans and a 
procession was organised along the four 


Mada streets encircling the Srivari temple. 


Prayers were also offered at the statues 
of Sri Ramanuja inside the Govindaraja 
temple complex. Tirumalà Pedda Jiyar 
Svami and Chinna Jiyar Svami were also 


present. 


Further, Bhumana highlighted that 
Tirupati holds the distinction of being 
the only city in the world with a known 
foundation day. “Going forward, 
February 24 will be celebrated annually 
as Tirupati's birthday, as part of the 


TTD calendar," he announced. 


Speaking on the occasion, TTD 
executive officer AV Dharma Reddy said 
plans to beautify Tirupati are being 
formulated to enhance the spiritual 
experience of devotees visiting the Lord 
Venkateswara shrine. He asserted that 
the temple Trust is fully committed to 


supporting Tirupati's development. © 
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Bhagavad Guna Darpanam 


Sri Visnu Sahasranama Stotra Bhasyam 


- Sri Srinidhi K Parthasarathi 


This is the 100" article in this series extolling the glories of the 
Lord’s holy names. We thank the author for his contributions and for 


enlightening us. (Ed) 


Om Namo Gajavaktradyaih 
parisadyaih prasasate / 
Sriranigaraja senanye 
Sütravatyá sameyuse || 
Salutations to Sri Vishvaksena, the 
commander-in-chief (of Lord Sri 
Ranganatha) who rules with his followers, 
and his consort Sütravati. 


In this 100" article of the series on 
Sri Visnu Sahasranama stotram, we will 
be enjoying the tenth name of the 40" 
verse and the first name of the 41* verse 
of Sri Visnu Sahasranama stotram. 


Sri Paragara Bhattar interprets the 24 
names beginning with the 362™ as 
referring to the Lord as the consort of 
-Laksmi. The divine mother is always 
present with Him as an inseparable part. 


Name 374. 


Amitaganah - The Voracious Eater. 


|| Om Amitaganaya Namah ll 
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Amitam Ašnati iti Amitašanah — One 
who eats huge quantities. 


Sri Paragara Bhattar, in his commentary 
for this name, recounts the episode where 
Lord Sri Krsna swallowed unlimited . 
quantities of food offered to the 
Govardhana Mountain. 


Katham? Amitàsanah, Aparimitam 
gopaih Indraya parikalpitam a$anam 
asyeti / Tasmin vismita hi gopah tam 
atigankire | “Devo уа danavo va мат” 
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The cowherds, after seeing Krsna 
eating the vast quantities of food offered 
to Govardhana, exclaimed in wonder, — 
*Who are you? Are you a deva or an 
asura?," says Sri Visnu Purana 
(5.13.121). 


Svami Periyazhvàr in his 7irumozhi 


3.5.1 states, Aftukkuvi sottrup 
paruppadamum tavir vàviyum neyyalarum 
adanga potfattutri. 


In a fraction of a second, the Lord 
consumed a mountain-like heap of rice, 
huge quantities of curd that looked like 
a canal, ghee that was poured like a 
deep puddle, etc. 


Svàmi Nammazhvar too comments on 
the Lord swallowing entire oceans, 
mountains, etc. during the Cosmic Deluge 
and still having a lot of room in His 
stomach: Karézh kadalézh malaiyezh 
ulagundum ara vayitran (10-9-2)" 


Sri Narayana Bhattatri says in Sriman 
Narayaniyam (62-5) 


- Bhavad vacam Ѕгиѓа 

bahumatiyutaste(a)pi pasupah 

Dvijendran arcanto 
balimadaduruccaih khstibhrte / 

Vyadhuh pradaksinyam 
subhr§amanamannadarayutah 

Tavamada sailatma байт 

- — akhilam abhira puratah || 


Oh Guruvayurappa, on hearing your 
words, the cowherds also worshipped 
the holy men with high regard. They made 
rich and plentiful offerings to the mountain. 
They performed circumambulation and 
prostrated again and again with great 
reverence. You, becoming the soul of 
the mountain, ate the entire offerings in 


front of the cowherds. 


This name has already occurred as the 
UNE 
304 in Šri Visnu Sahasranama stotram. 


Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada interprets 
the name in terms of the Lord’s swallowing 
the whole universe at the time of pralaya. 


The Lord digests everything as the 
Jatharagni. He resides in the stomach of 
everyone, consumes and digests whatever 
is imbibed as food. He says, 


Aham Vaisvanaro bhitva 
pranindm deham ašritab / 
Prànàpàna samayuktah 
pacamyannam caturvidham 
pe Gita 15.14) 
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The Dharma Cakram writer states that 
we cannot live or grow without eating or 
live without digesting the food we eat. 
Both these are made possible by the 
Lord. This aspect is signified by this 
name. 


Another dimension to this name is 
that the Lord provides an unlimited 
supply of food to His creation. 
Маһаӛапаһ can also be interpreted as 
Amitàn pràninah à$ayati bhojayati iti 
Amitaganah || j 

A sobriquet of the Lord with a similar 
meaning is “Babhasah” or one whose 
intake is huge — bahu bhaksana Silah. 
This is especially true of Sri Malolan, for 
whom varied offerings prepared in 
several huge cauldrons. 


Now, we shall enjoy the 41* verse of 
Sri Visnu Sahasranama stotram. 


Verse 41 


Udbhavah Ksobhano Devah 
Srigarbhah Paramesvarah | 

Karanam Karanam Karta 
Vikartà Gahano Guhah || 


Name 375. 


Udbhavah — He who removes 
bondage. 


| Om Udbhavaya Namah ll 


Dàmodaram bandhaharam 


iti 


bhava bandha nirdhoonanena udgato 
bhavah asmat iti udbhavah / 


Lord Narayana, who got bound by 
the rope around His waist, banishes the 
bondage of His devotees during their 
worldly existence. 


$ri Tirumangai Azhvar says, “ Tandai 
Кай peruvilangu tal avizha nal irutkan 
vanda endai perumanar’. The Lord 
destroyed the chains in which Kamsa 
had tied up Vasudeva, as soon as He 
was born. 


Sri Paragara Bhattar states that those 
who contemplate on the episode of 
Yaśodā binding Krsna with a string will 


ргайагера sva bandha anusandhayinàm be removed from the bondage of samsara, 
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while Sri Madhurakavi Azhvar calls the 
Lord Kanninun siruttambinal kattunna 
panniya perumayan. 

Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada states that 
He is free from the bondage of existence 
and hence He is Udbhavah — Udgato 
bhavat samsaràt iti Udbhavah. 


Sri Рагабага Bhattar also states that 
the Lord is called Udbhavah as He is 
the originator of the world — Рғарайса 
utpatti upadana karanatvat udbhavah. 


Baladeva Vidyabhiisana says that the 
Lord is called Udbhavah as He released 
Nalakoobara and Manigriva from their 
bondage. 9 


Geneve 
ڪڪ‎ 
$ri Ahobila Matham Paramparadheenam Pullambidangudi 

Sri Valvilraman Brahmotsavam - 2024 


ee 


8.4.24 


Eve  Mrtsangrahanam 
9.4.24 Mor Dwajarohanam 

Night Hamsa vahanam 
EEE 
10.4.24 Mor  Pallakku 

n Night Sürya prabhai 

E Е‏ ا ال س 
Mor Pallakku‏ 11.4.24 

Night Sesa vahanam 
LLLI e —— эр ҮН 
12.4.24 Mor  Pallakku 

Night Garuda Sévai 
13.4.24 Mor  Pallakku 

Night Hanumanta vahanam | 
14.4.24 Мог Pallakku 


Raja alankaram 
Night Yanai vahanam 


15.4.24 


Eve Curnabhisekam 
Tirukkalyanam 


Night Punnaimaram 


16.4.24 


Mor  Vennaittàzhi 
Narasimhapuram 
Brndavanam 


Night Kudirai vahanam 


Mor Rathotsavam 
Tirutter 
Tirthavari 


Eve Dwadaša 
Aradhana 


Saptavaranam 


©: у 
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Saranam nasrayente ye 
Nrsimham para daivatam / 

Ма prápnuvanti te sarve 

Visnos tat paramam padam // 20 


Those who do not resort to Lord Sri 
Nrsimha the sole supreme Brahman, 
cannot obtain that supreme Abode of 
Lord Sriman Narayana. 


Notes:- (i) Tadvisnoh paramam 
padam—Rg Veda 1.22.20. This mantra 
describes the immeasurable bliss derived 
by the exalted residents of $n Vaikuntham, 
who drink in the beauty of the Lord with 
unblinking eyes. This mantra is to be 
found in the Yajur Veda and Sama Veda 
too and is usually recited while offering 
mangala harati to the Lord. It forms part 
of the collection known as Visnu Sukta. 


(ii) Nrsimham paradaivatam— . 
Compare:- Periya Tirumozhi, 3.3.5:- 
Pongi amaril oru kal 
pon peyarónai veruva, 
Pairigan iranderi Капага 
“ ninda eyittrodu pézhvay, 
Angavan адат alaindittu 
ауїгат to] ezhundada, 
Siga uruvin varuván 
Cittiraküdattu ullané. 


Sri Laksmi Nrsimha Vedapada Asiti Stavah 
of HH 4 15 Srimad Azhagiyasingar - IV 


Translation: Dr. VKSN Raghavan 


[When Lord Nrsirnha fought with the 


terrible HiranyakaSipu and showed His 

anger against him, He sported a thousand 

arms. His eyes blazed like fire, His gaping 

mouth displayed sharp feline teeth, and 
He bisected the demon’s chest; this Lord 
has His abode in Tillainagar Tirucchitra 
kütam (Chidambram)]. | 
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Krsna eko’pi asaükhyasya 
gopa go vatsa rüpabhàk / 
Saranam tam prapadye' ham 
viévatmánam рагауапат // 21 


Though Lord Sri Krishna is one, He 
took innumerable forms as cowherds, 
cows, calves, etc.(when He had to teach 
a lesson to Brahma, the Creator). I seek 
refuge in this Lord Yadava Simha, for 
the Vedic text hails Him thus “The 
Supreme Lord alone is our refuge, who 
is of the form of the whole universe.” 

Narayanan maha jrieyam visvatmanam 
parayanam is the full text of this mantra, 
which occurs in the second ргаӛпа of 
the Zaittiriyopanisad and is popularly 
known as the Narayana Sukta. This hails 
the Lord as the In-dweller and Inner 
being of the entire universe of sentient 
beings and non-sentient matter and 
worthy of the utmost reverence. This 
mantra incorporates the essence of the 
entire Viéistádvaita philosophy by 
dwelling on the concept of Sarira-Sariri 
bhava, with the entire creation forming 
the body of Emperuman. 


[Notes:- (i) cf. Periyazhvar Tirumozhi, 
2.9.11:- 


Vandu kalittu iraikkum pozhil süzh 
varu punal Kaviri Then Arañgan 
Pandu avan seyda kiridaiy ellam 
Bhattarpiran Vittucittan padal 


Kondivaip padik kunikkavallar 
Govindan tan adiyargalagi 
Endisaikkum vilakkagi nirpar 
inaiyadi en talai mélanave. 


[This decad of songs by Sri 
Periyazhvar recalls the ancient pranks 
and pastimes of the Lord of Sri Rangam 
surrounded by groves with humming 
bees, watered by the sweetly-flowing 
Kaveri; those who sing this decad and 
dance in glee will become Govinda's 
devotees, my masters and the 
illumination for the eight directions]. 


(ii) cf. also Sri Visnusahasranama- 
stotram — 
Viévamürttir mahàmuürtih 
diptamurttih amürttimàn / 
Anekamarttih Avyaktah 
Satamürttih <аіапапаһ // 


Jagat prasüti sthiti bhanga hetuh 
Sruti pramanair viditah рагебаһ / 
Virajate svāśrita sarva siddhyai 
Ambhas! apàre bhuvanasya madhye // 22 


Lord Sri Nrsirnha is the supreme cause 
of the whole world; the creation, 
sustenance and annihilation of everything 
is carried out by Him. All the Vedic texts 
hail Him alone as the ultimate reality. 
He shines brilliantly and bestows on His 
ardent devotees all that they seek; the 
Vedic passage proclaims Him as the One 
residing on the vast milky ocean as well 
as at the centre of the whole universe. 
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Ambhasi apàre bhuvasya madhye is 
the first sentence of the second ргаӛпа 
of the Taittiriyopanisad mentioned above. 
Commentators tell us that this mantra 
dwells on the fivefold form of the Lord 
as Parasvarüpam, Vyühasvarüpam, 
Vibhavavataram, Antaryàmi and Arca. In 
this, ambhasi apáre refers to the Vyüha 
Vasudeva reclining on His serpent couch 
amidst the endless swirling waters of the 
Milky Ocean. According to Sri Uttamur 
Svàmi, bhuvanasya madhye denotes the 
Lord reigning resplendent in the Solar 
Orb — Bhanu mandala iti yàvat. The 
Lord's residing amidst endless waters is 
denoted by other Vedic texts too, like 


Samudre'ntam Vigvasambhuvam, yam 


antah samudre kavayo vayanti, etc., while 


His abode amidst the Sun is indicated by 
ya eso ntaraditye hiranmayah Purusah 

[Notes:- (i) compare the Mangala 
sloka of the Sribhasyam, viz.:- 


Akhila bhuvana janma sthema 
bhangadi lile... ... 


(ii) Cf. the first stanza of Kamba 
Ramayanam, i.e. 


Садат yavaiyum tam ulavakkalum, 
nilai peruttalum nikkalum ningala, 
alagila vilaiyattu udaiyar, avar 
talaivar anna varkke Saran nangalé 


«Папат vi$uddham jagadeka hetum, 
Sarvajiam ànandam anantaSakti / 
Süksmam Parabrahma ѕатаёгауе һат 
Ма sandr$e tisthati rupam asya // 23 


Wholeheartedly, I resort to the 
supreme Brahman who is of the form of 
pure ultimate knowledge, all-knowing 
principle, supreme bliss, infinite power, 
as well as the sole cause of the whole 
world and most subtle; the Vedic text 
proclaims: na sandrse tisthati Rüpam asya 
“His divine form is beyond the ken of 
worldly people.” The text goes on to 
say that mortal eyes can never see the 
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Paramatma-it is only the saintly souls 
immersed in yoga who can visualise Him 
in their pure minds. Sri Nammazhvar 
puts this in a nutshell by calling the Lord 
Katkili. (Tiruvaymozhi, 7.2.3) 


[Notes:- (i) Cf. Periya Tirumozhi, 
5.1.1.:- 


Arivadu ariyan anaittu ulagum udaiyan 
amarumidam 


ennai а/иаа!уап 
Pullambüdangudi tanë. 

[Lord Valvil Raman of Pullambüdangudi 
is the one whom none can easily 
comprehend; He is in everything found 
in all the worlds, and has made me serve 
Him alone.] 


(ii) Cf. also Periya Tirumozhi, 3.8.1:- 
Nanda Vilakke ajattarku агіуау! 
Nara-Naranané karu màmugil pol 
enday! emakke arulay ... 

Мапайг Manimadak kovil 

Vanarigu ептапапе ! 

[Oh my mind! bow down to the Lord 
of Nàngür Manimadakkoyil (near 
Sirkazhi) who is the eternal the lamp of 
wisdom and one who is hard to fathom 
— Satyam, jüànam anantam — 
immeasurable. ] 


Svasvaminam sarvadam àáéritànàm 


upasitum svesta phalartham esah / 
Nanvesaniyo bahudhà anya deseşu : 


atma guhayam nihito'sya Jantoh // 24 
For devotees who resort to Him alone, 
He (Lord Nrsimha) confers all boons; 


the only master of all, He is worshipped 
by His devotees for obtaining 
immeasurable benefits; it is not possible 
to comprehend Him (the Lord) 
elsewhere, because the Vedas tell us that 
the Supreme Lord — Paramatma is 
hidden in the core of the hearts of all 
beings. This the 
Taittiriyopanisad again talks about the 
indwelling Paramatma who resides in all 
beings and objects, but alas! whom none 
knows. This corresponds to the beautiful 
verse of the Antaryami Brahmanam: Ya 
Amani tisthan Аітапай antaro yam Atma 
na veda yasya Atma Sariram ya Atmanam 
antaro yamayati sa ta Atma antaryami 


mantra from 


атпай. The Paramatma resides in the 
Jivatma, which forms the former’s body 
and is controlled by the former; however, 
despite such proximity, the Jivatma 
doesn’t feel or experience the existence 
of the Paramatma due to its baggage of 
Karma. 


[Notes:- “Atma Guhayam” — compare 
Mudal Tiruvantadi,9 9 :- 


Ulan kanday паппей)е uttaman endrum 
Ulan kanday! Ulluvar ullattu ш/ап kanday 
Vellattin ullanum Vérngadattu meyanum 
Оа шап endru or. 


[May you recognize Him who resides 
within you, Oh my mind! He is Lord 
Srinivasa of Tiruvéngadam, who abides 
within the core of the hearts of all; He is 
comprehended by earnest devotees in 
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their hearts; He reclines on the serpent 
couch in the milky ocean — He is 
Uttaman, the Supreme Almighty.] 


(1) Compare also — Tirumālai, 34:- 
Ullatté uraiyum malai 

ulluvàn unarvondrilla 
Kallattén папит tonday 

tondukké kolam pündu 
Ulluvar ujlitrellàm 

udan irundu aridi endru 
Velgippoy еппи/ё nan 

vilavarac cirittitténé. 

[Oh Lord! you are residing in my heart, 
bearing witness to every thought that 
passes through my mind. You are not 
within the reach of my desire to know 
you, because I just pretend to serve you, 
and I take to falsehood, without shame; 
when I realise that you know all my 
hypocrisy, I’m inclined to laugh hard at 
myself.] 

Sarvasya hrt padma virajamanam 
yad Brahma dahram suvivekavadbhih / 
Kalyana rüpam guna jatam istam 
Tasmin yadantas tad upasitavyam // 25 

The supreme Brahman is resplendent 
at the core of the heart-lotus of each 
and every person; It is recognized only 
by the most learned who locate Brahman 
in the most subtle form within their lotus- 
hearts. He has the most auspicious form 
and is the repository of endless 
auspicious virtues; therefore, the Vedic 


63 
text exhorts us to search for the supreme 
Almighty within us and worship Him. 


[Notes:- 
tad... upasitavyam” 


(A) Cf. Tiruneduntandakam, 8:- 


*tasmin yadantas- 


Niragattay! Neduvaraiyin uccimélay! 
Nilattingal tundattay! nirainda Кассі 
Uragattay! Onturai nir Vehkavullay! 
Ulluvàr ullattay! (адат éttum 
Karagattay! Karvanattullay Kalva! 
Kaviryin tenpàl mannu 

Peragattay! регааи ennenjin ullay! 
Peruman untiruvadiye репіпепе. 


[Śri Tirumangai Azhvar sings:- Oh 
Lord! (i) who resides in Tiruneeragam! 
(ii) who has his abodes on the lofty peaks 
of mountain, such as Sri Ahobilam! (iii) 
who is in Nilattingal tundam! (iv) who is 
in prosperous Kañci! (v) who is in the 
great: Vehka, on the Vegavati-river! (vi) 
who is in the hearts of ardent devotees! 


(vii) who is іп Karvanam (near Кайс!) 
(viii) who is in Tirupper on the banks of 
beautiful Kaveri, and (ix) who is forever 
in my heart! Oh supreme Almighty! 
] resort to your lotus feet alone. 


(B) Compare Tiruvaymozhi 1.1.1:- 


Uyarvara uyarnalam 
udaiyavan yavanavan 
Mayarvara madinalam 
arulinan yavan avan 
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Ayarvarum amarargal 
adhipati yavan avan 
Tuyararu sudaradi 
tozhudezhu en manané ! 


(Oh my mind! Do worship and thrive 
by resorting to the benign pair of feet of 
the One (1) who is higher than the highest 
Good, (ii) who is the Lord of the ever- 
wakeful celestial Nityasüris (ii) who 
dispels all doubts and (iv) who grants 
pure and serene wisdom.) 


(C). Cf. Tiruvaymozhi 1.2.10: 


En perukku an nalattu on porul irila 
Van pugazh Naranan tin kazhal sere ! 


(Oh people! You unite with the 
glorious feet of Lord Sriman Narayana, 
Lord of countless virtues and the Lord 
of incomparable good). 

Bhagvad dasa bhitanam mumuksayà / 
Prapyam kim iti ced uktam 
Tad Visnoh paramam padam // 26 

For those (i) who are desirous of 
obtaining moksha (liberation) and (ii) who 
are forever ready to perform all kinds of 
service to Lord Sri Laksmi Nrsirhha, the 
only goal prescribed in the Vedas is “The 
supreme Abode of Lord Sri Visnu known 
as Sri Vaikuntham.” 


[Notes:- 
[A] “Bhagavad-dasabhitanam’ — 


compare the Mantra-Raja Pada 


totram:- 
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Dasabhütàs svatah sarve 
hyatmanah Paramatmanah / 
Ato’hampi te dasah 
iti matva namamyaham // 


[B] “Paramampadam” — compare Sri 
Vedanta Deśika’s 


Paramapadasopanam, 20:- 
Mannulagil mayal tirndu manam tadumbi, 
Маппааа payanigandu Maléyandri 
Kanniladu endranji avan kazhalé pündu 
Kaduncirai pov karaiyérum gatiyé sendru 
Vinnulagil viyapellam vilangak kandu 
Vinnavartam Кигдайда/идап Vedam padi 
Pannulagir padiyada isaiyal padum 
Pallandé pallandum padduvome. 

Кѕагарі sarva bhütani 

paratantráni ca prabhoh / 

Yo. Visnureka evayam 

So’ksarah paramah svarat // 27 


All beings (Bhütàni) in the world are 
known as ksara or perishable; they are 
subservient to the supreme Lord. This 
unique supreme Almighty Visnu is hailed 
in the Vedic text as aksara (most 
permanent), Paramah (the ultimate 
Reality), and Svarat (self-existent as well 
as self-luminous). This Vedic text is again 
from the second pragna of the 
Taittiriyopanisad and forms the 


concluding sentence of the Narayana 
Sooktam. 
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Soksarah This is the basis for the Gita 
text Asarah sarvàni bhütàni Kutasthah 
aksara ucyate. And this is the basis too 
for Sri Alavandar’s beautiful verse, 
Svabhàvika anavadhika atisaya Isitrtvam 
Narayana! Tvayi па mrsyati vaidikah Кай / 
Brahma Sivah Satamakhah 

Paramah Svaraditi 
Ete pi yasya mahimarnava viprusaste // 


[Notes:- “Visnu eka evayam...” 


compare Jiruvaymozhi 2.7.5:- 
Vittilangu senjodi 

гатага! padam kaiga] kangal 
ИШайди karunjudar 

malaiyé tiruvudambu, 


Vittilangu madivam sir 
Sangu Cakkaram paridhi, 
Ийи ilangu mudiyamman 
Madhusüdanan- tanakké 
(My Lord Vishnu wears a radiant 
He, Madhusüdana (who 
vanquished the demon Madhu) has red 


crown; 


lotus-like feet, resplendent hands as well 
as radiant eyes; His divine form is dark 
and radiant like a beautiful mountain. 
He holds on His broad shoulders both 
the Conch and Discus which are radiant 
like the Moon and the Sun). Ө 


(to be contd.) 


Book Review 


Paramapada 5брапат (Vanpadiyana Vazhi) 


Author: Dr. Hema Rajagopalan Copies available 
with: Author (Bengaluru) Mobile 9380925117, 
9480588439, Sri N.S. Gandamani (Chennai) 
9841046264, 044-26180481. Price Rs. 250 


The ultimate goal of every soul born in this 
mundane morass is liberation from this vicious circle 
of births and deaths and reaching the Lord’s eternal 
abode to perform passionate service to Him and 
Piratti. However, this is easier said than achieved. 
Whither we ignorant and weak mortals and whither 


the (almost) unreachable world of Sri Vaikuntham? 


mand 76554006) wam Hs sir 
appels Qum 


11:81:55 118 1110) 


(eurr&rung uimesr вш) 


СС-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulakshmi НЕ 


66 SRI NRISIMHA PRIYA - APRIL 2024 
https://archive.org/details/(0) muthulakshmi academy 


However, in his abundant mercy and compassion for us, Svami DeSikan has revealed 
a ‘virtual’ staircase from our world to the distant one of Emperuman. All we have 
to do is to climb the steps of these wonderful stairs to be rid of our mundane 
travails. This, then, is the Paramapada Sopánam, а wonderful work of Svàmi 


DeSikan rightly classified as а Rahasyam, to be imbibed through traditional learning. 


The author's choice of this work for her doctorate, we understand, was prompted 
by none other than Villvialam Srimad Azhagiyasingar. True to the loka, ...Subhena 
manasa dhyátam.., Acarya anugraham has enabled the author to complete this 
work, obtain her doctorate and bring it out now in book form, adorned with Srimukhams 
from HH Prakrtam Srimad Azhagiyasingar and Srikaryam Svami. As HH remarks in 
his Srimukham, it is the Lord Himself who has built this wonderful staircase, intent 
on taking us to His eternal abode (netum icchata), the existence of which has been 


revealed to us by Svami DeSikan. 


The author has done justice to the difficult task of expounding on this esoteric 
work of Svami Desikan, for which her kalaksepam at the feet of the illustrious 54 
Seva Svami appears to have stood her in good stead. The style is lucid and free- 
flowing, with several nuances explained in tabular form. She has brought out the 
correlation between Sri Ramanuja’s Sri Bhasyam and Sri Paramapada Sopanam, 
citing the Yatiraja Saptati verse beginning with Mukti Sreni, etc. A daily perusal of 
this wonderful work will ensure that we develop Artha Paricaka Jrianam, perform 
Prapatti through our Acarya and from then till we shed the mortal coils, stay on the 
straight but narrow path to Sri Vaikuntham without falling into pits of Ahankara and 


Mamakara and eschewing Bhagavad Bhagavata apacaram. 


This book represents a worthy addition to the Rahasya literature and deserves 


readers patronage. © 


KS ` 
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VISISTADVAITA (Part XXVIID 


(Pan-organismal Monism) 


Vaikunthavasi Pudukkottai Sri A. Srinivasaraghavacarya Svami 


Ш. PURUSARTHA 


8. The Absolution of Sins 


aramatma, out of His innate Love, 
P: waiting from time immemorial 

for some gesture on the part of 
the Jiva as a means to extend His hand 
of protection to him. When the Jiva 
entertains some faith in the Paramatma 
and surrenders the burden of protection 
in His hands, the latter eagerly accepts 
him. By the performance of Prapatti, the 
Jiva has done his part of the duty as a 
supplicant. Now it is the turn of the 
Paramatma as the Protector to act. So 
He busies Himself to take steps for the 
redemption of the Prapanna (the one 
who has surrendered to Him). 


We have seen that the means for the 
attainment of Moksa are Bhakti-yoga and 
Prapatti-yoga, and a person can adopt 
either the one or the other according to 
his equipment. The moment a person 
does so, he becomes the ward of 
Paramatma. All the sins that have been 
committed by him in previous births from 
beginning- less time (Purva-papa) are 
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taken away from him by Paramatma: he 
is no longer obliged to experience their 
fruit. In the case of the person who adopts 
Bhakti-yoga, all the previous sins are 
removed from him — all excepting that 
part which has begun to operate and 
yield its fruit (known as Prarabdha-karma), 
as a result of which sin he has taken 
birth and which he will have to exhaust 
by experience in this and succeeding 
births. So, some delay is inevitable in 
the attainment of Moksa by him, 
depending upon the nature of the 
operating Karma. 


But it is different in the case of the 
other person, who adopts the means 
known as Prapatti. Prapatti has the power 
to destroy even the Prarabdha-karma — 
the sin that has begun to yield its fruit. 
If prayed for, Bhagavàn is ready to do 
away with the entire Prarabdha-karma 
and confer Moksa on the Prapanna even 
the next moment. If the Prapanna 

chooses to experience that part of the 
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Karma which has given this body and 
wants that only all the other parts of it 
must be wiped out, Paramátma agrees, 
though a bit unwillingly; for the latter 
wants to confer the greatest Bliss on His 
devotee at once. So, the choice of fixing 
the time for Moksa lies with the seeker, 
Prapanna, and not with the giver, 
Paramatma. 


It may be asked why the Prapanna, 
who is a great devotee of the Lord, 
chooses to continue in this world which 
is not a place of unmixed joy. The reason 
is — he is actuated by some noble desires, 
namely the enjoyment of the Arca forms 
— consecrated idols of God — in the 
various Divyadesas or the enjoyment of 
the company of Bhagavatas or the 
rendering of service to Bhagavàn and 
His devotees, all of which is but a foretaste 
here of the Bliss that he is going to enjoy 
in Sri Vaikuntha. But so long as a man is 
in this world, he cannot avoid the 
sufferings due to thirst and hunger, 
disease and agony, incidental to the 
continuance of the body. 


A Prapanna will not ordinarily commit 
a sin because of his love and affection 
for his master, Bhagavàn, whom he would 
not like to offend. But by the effect of 
the previous Karma, some sins may occur. 
Bhagavan too, out of His love for the 
Prapanna, is ready to excuse some of 
the sins committed by him in the post- 


Prapatti period. Such are the sins 
committed by the Prapanna in ignorance 
or by force of circumstances beyond his 
control. They are forgiven and do not 
stick to him. But if he commits sins 
deliberately and not by compulsion, he 
is answerable and must pay for them, 
though he is a favourite of the Lord. But 
if he repents and makes atonement for 
them either by a РтауаӛсіНа or by 
another Prapatti for this purpose, 
Paramatma forgives him. If he is tough 
by nature and does not expiate for them, 
Bhagavan gives him a light punishment 
even as a king does to his favourite prince 
when he commits an offence. This again 
shows the merciful nature of the Lord. 
So much for the sins. 


And now to the Punya or the virtuous 
acts. As far as the Prapanna is concerned, 
a punya is as much an evil as a sin. For, 
if the sin takes him away. from Moksa to 
undergo suffering in Hell, the Punya takes 
him to Svarga to enjoy happiness there. 
This also puts off the Bliss of Moksa. In 
being a hindrance to Bliss, both punya 
or papa are alike. Hence it is that Punya 
is described as golden fetters and Papa 
as iron fetters. Whether they are made 
of gold or iron, fetters deprive a man of 
freedom of movement. So, if there are 
Punyas standing to the credit of а 
Prapanna, they have also to be done 
away with. All the punyas of the previous 
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x: Papa i is that which tikes us away G the Truth and. 
.. Strengthens our negative tendencies or baser instincts; 
1, Punya is that which takes us towards the Truth and ` 
strengthens our positive tendencies and He 223 
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births and Nose of ihep pre- ИТЕН” period 
in this birth are taken away en bloc from 
him to be transferred to his benefactors. 
In the post-Prapatti period also he might 
have done some punyas. They may be 
of two kinds — those that were done 
With a desire for fruit and those that 
Were done without attachment for the 
fruit, but purely as service to Bhagavan 
to please Him. In respect of the latter, 
the fruit is achieved at once as Bhagavan 
Is pleased with them and there is nothing 
more to be enjoyed. In respect of the 


П rofa PSD yt LSS ee 


were dóng to attain a fruit, a Prapanna, 
who is perfect, will not do it. If he has 
done it, he must be ready to reap the 
fruit. That fruit again may be of two 
kinds, one that will be in accordance with 
his position as а Sesa and а 
paramaikàntin, and the other that is 
against it. The fruit of the former category 
is bestowed on him by Bhagavan in this 
life itself by which he is able to have 
greater enjoyment of Bhagavàn and do 
greater service to Him. lf it is against his 
nature as a paramaikanti, as for instance 


ther kind of Pupyasn niza othaseithal y vanjayment.2fchappingss in Svarga, he 
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cannot be given that; for, after the fall of 
this body, the Prapanna does not go to 
Svarga even as he does not go to Naraka, 
since his goal is Sri Vaikuntha. The Punya 
belonging to this variety is to be set apart 
to be disposed of later. 


Here, a doubt may arise: the Sãstras 
declare that any act, virtuous or otherwise 
(punya or papa) will have its effect and 
the fruit of that act must inevitably be 
experienced. If the act is virtuous, he 
gets happiness. lf it is sinful, he gets 
punishment, unless he makes atonement 
for it by PrayaScitta and the like. This is 
the general rule. But if a person does a 
punya without a desire for the fruit and 
dedicates it to the Lord, he does not get 
the fruit and thereby he avoids going to 
Svarga and the like. But the Lord, in His 
generosity, bestows, in lieu of the specific 
fruit of that act, greater knowledge and 
more service. If such be the case, one 
may as well commit a sin and dedicate it 
to the Lord and say he does not want 
the fruit and thereby try to escape 
punishment. The two are not identical. 
Punya is what is ordained by the Sastras 
and its performance will please the Lord. 
Even if the doer does not want the 
specific fruit, say Svarga, he will get the 
pleasure of the Lord, the Universal Ruler. 
The case of Papa or sin is different. As 
it is a violation of the rules of the Sastras, 


it will cause displeasure to Paramatma 
whose orders the Sastras are. The 
displeasure will result in punishment. 
After doing an act which will invite 
punishment, how can one escape it? One 
must receive the punishment or make 
amends for the sin and thus avert the 
punishment by pleasing the Lord. When 
the Lord is pleased, his displeasure 
disappears and with it the consequent 
punishment. So, one cannot break the 
law and dedicate it to the Lord. It is not 
left to the choice of a man to accept or 
not the result of an evil act, whereas a 
man may do a virtuous act and have no 
desire for its fruit. A Prapanna keeps 
away from a sin not so much to avert 
Hell, as to avoid incurring the Lord’s . 
displeasure. For, to him, there is no 
greater Hell than the displeasure of the 
Lord. Therefore, so long as he lives in 
this world, he leads a faultless life full of 
devotion and service to the Lord. 


The Prapanna is now'a unique 
individual. He is in the world, but not of 
it. Like a bachelor who is eagerly awaiting 
the day of his marriage, the Prapanna is 
eagerly expecting the day when he will 
shed this body and set out on the Shining 
Path. 


"On the Shining Path" will be our 
next topic. @ 
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Sri ОррШуаррап Kóyil Varadacari Sadagopan Svami 
D A Tribute 


Hailing from the glorious Divya Degam of 
Thiruvinnagaram and belonging to an illustrious family 
of Vaidika scholars and disciples of Sri Ahobila 
Matham, Sri V. Sadagopan Svami graduated from 
the prestigious Massachusetts’ Institute of 
Technology, USA., with a Doctorate in Material 
Science and then worked for IBM Corp., for 26 
Years, besides a year at the UN in Geneva and New | { 
York on the staff of the Secretary-General. Post- EJ. 
retirement from IBM, he devoted his energies to Л 
serving the broader Sri Vaisnava community, writing 
on Azhvar/ Acarya Srisüktis to enlighten those more 
comfortable with English. 


$n V Sadagopan Svàmi started the Oppiliappan 
e-group which hosted not only his own articles on 
diverse subjects but those from numerous others | 


ranging from scholars to novices, all sharing their j 
bit. All these writings of his and others too were Юй 
consolidated in later years and presented as nearly 
500 informative and attractive e-books on the 
website www.Sadagopan.org, which serves as a treasure trove of sampradayic 
wisdom for the scholar and learner alike. It has a queriable database and is a 
single-point reference for the diverse aspects of the doctrines and practice of 


Visistádvaita, Acaryas, and Divya DeSams. 


Sri Sadagopan was an ardent disciple of Sri Matham and Srimad 
Azhagiyasihgars. He was a generous contributor to Sri Matham causes and 
brought together a gosti of бут Vaisnavas worldwide to perform significant 
kainkaryams at Sri Sannidhi and various divvadešams. The following are some 
of the principal kainkaryams he spearheaded and brought to fruition. 
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m Acaryas through 


9. The yearly Caturmasya kainkaryam for Sri Ahobila Matha 
plus days of Aradhanam at Sri Sannidhi for the past ten+ 
ower samarpana 


coverage of 60 
years, yearly Svati tirumanjanams for Sri Malolan, the saffron fl 
kainkaryam for preparing the fragrance for Tirtha Prasadam, sponsoring 
Acchidra, ASwamedha, Kataka parayanams at Sri Sannidhi on Ekadasi/Dvadasi 
days, Sri Astalaksmi Swarna Haram and Sri Astalaksmi Silver Kudam samarpanam 
for Sri Malolan and Swarna Simhàsana Samarpanam for Villivalam Srimad 
Azhagiyasingar, Swarna 54 Laksmi coin Haram with Mango Design for Sri 
Malolan, silver cladding of the Divine Sandals (Divya Padukas) of all Srimad 
Azhagiyasingars from 54 Adi VanSatakopa Jiyar to HH Villivalam Srimad 
Azhagiyasingar De$ikan. 

t9. Samproksana kainkaryam at $n Ranganatha Temple at Pomona, Newyork, USA 

Ю. Ratnangi and Navamani Malai tiruvabharanam kainkaryam for Lord Devanathan 
of Tiruvahindrapuram, Mandapa kainkaryam, Swarna Simhàsanam and Garuda 
padakkam for Svami DeSikan as well as for Lord Devanathan, three strand 
pearl necklace (Mummani Kovai) for Sri Hemabjavalli Thayar, Sesa Pitham 
and Ratnangi for Sri Yoga Hayagrivan, Muthangi for the Ousada Giri Sti 
LaksmiHayagrivan. 

(о. At Thüppul, Veda Pathasala kainkaryam, Svàmi Deéikan thirumàligai 
kainkaryam, Makara Kandi, Prabandasara haram, DaSavatara haram, Kati 
Sutra thiruvabharanangal for Svami DeSikan 

ta Repair and renovation of silver-clad Sri Kulasekhara padi and Vasanta 
Mandapam at Srirahgam 54 Ranganatha Svami temple 

0. Shenbaga Malai, ruby crown for $n Bhümi Devi Thavar, Mutthangi for Mülavar 
Sri Oppiliappan and Ratnàngi for utsavar Sri Ponnappan. 

to. Mutthangi for Sri Anda] and Sri Andal kondai. 

His illustrious spiritual career saw Sri Sadagopan being awarded the honorifics 
of Sri Nrsimha Seva Rasikar by Villivalam Srimad Azhagiyasingar, Sri Vedanta 
Reska Padambuja Seva Hasikar by Sri Vilakko]i Perumal Thüppul Vedanta Deśikan 
Charitable Trust, Kaficipuram and Kaíñkarya Ratnam by Rāmānuja Mission, USA. 

B sadagopan Svami's ascent to Paramapadam on 15.3.24 leaves a huge 
void in the $ri Vaisnava community. We convey our sincere condolences to the 
bereaved family. © 
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Predictions - April - 2024 : Sri A.M. Raja lan 
N Aries - Mesham - GP Mars Asvini, Bharani and Krittika (1st Pada) 


ced favourably. Income is adequate, 
placing you in a comfortable position financially. However, Jupiter is unhelpful 


and anxiety. Marriage proposals will yield fruit since Venus is very powerful, although 
there may be initial confusion due to wrong information about the proposed alliance. 
The combination of Sun and Rahu in the 12% House emphasizes the need for extra 
care on your health. It is necessary to avoid frequent travels and exposing yourself 
to out-door temperature. A minor theft in the family is also quite possible since the 
House of Loss is slightly afflicted. 

Service: The collective strength of Venus, Saturn and Mars is highly helpful to you 
to make an outstanding mark at your workplace. Higher authorities will appreciate 
and recognize your efficiency and contribution to the organization. Colleagues will 
extend their willing cooperation, which in turn will create a sense of self-confidence 
and enthusiasm in your day-to-day duties. This is the best month to exhibit your 
talents. Jobless people born under this zodiac sign will succeed in securing decent 
employment. 

Business & Industry: Saturn, Mars and Venus are the main planets that control 
and influence success or failure in business and industry. All these three planets are 
transiting very helpful celestial paths. There will be good demand for your products 
and market conditions too are highly supportive. You can also invest in the expansion 
and diversification of your factory. Related planets will help you secure financial 
assistance from banks. Mars, favourably and strongly placed in his transit, leads you 
to success in the development scheme. However, please ensure that the financial 
Commitment in the business development project is within your means. 

Women: According to ancient Astrological scriptures, Jupiter.and Venus are the 
two main planets that control and influence most of the aspects that affect women’s 
life. Among the two, only Venus is favourable to you throughout; the b, 
whereas Jupiter is not supportive. Health will be satisfactory. Relationship with 


Close relatives wilbgetstraineshduedocasmingrmisunderstonding, Working women 
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will find the atmosphere in the office very helpful. However, workload and 
responsibilities will be too heavy and may affect your health occasionally. Those 
working overseas will get the support of immediate superiors. Unemployed ladies 
will succeed in securing decent employment, although the emoluments may not be 
up to their expectations, since the 129 House is afflicted by Rahu. 

Students: Mercury, the planet of education, is in retro-motion. There may be 
obstacles in the path of your academic progress. It is also necessary to keep away 
from certain students who indulge in ragging and other objectionable habits. Your 
grasping and memory power continue to be highly supportive. It is up to you to use 
your mental talents. | 

Сапагаѕјата dates: April 25" night up to 27" late night 

Pariharam: Reading а few Sargams from Srimad Sundara Kandam will remove the 


adverse effects of Rahu. 


NENNEN el sss 

E 2 Taurus-Rishabham-GP Venus Krittikà (274, 3", 4® Padas), Rohini and Mrigasirsham 

A (1*, 2™ Padas) Favourable dates: April 3-5, 11 - 14, 18-20, 
25-27. 


Family: Venus, Mercury and Ketu are favourable throughout the month. Even 
Rahu, transiting the sign of profit, is supportive. Sun is placed іп an auspicious 
position up to 13* April 2024 only, after which he turns unfavourable. Financial 
position is satisfactory during the entire month. Health will be normal during the 
first two weeks, after which there is a possibility of heat-related skin afflictions, due 
to extreme heat from Sun transiting your Janma Rasi. Due to the transit position of 
Ketu, many will have the darshan of our beloved Srimad Azhagiyasingar. Some may 
even have an opportunity to go on a pilgrimage to Sri Ahobila ksetram. Family 
atmosphere will be quiet cordial, despite Jupiter's adverse position. Venus is so 
powerful that he compensates for the lack of support from Jupiter. Children will 
study well since the planet of education, Mercury, is placed in a highly favourable 
celestial track. 

Service: With Saturn in the career sign and Rahu in the House of Profit, you can 
concentrate on your duties and responsibilities without any tension or worries. 
Superior officials and colleagues will extend their full cooperation, which will enable 
you to concentrate on your day-to-day duties without any mental tension. 
Business & Industry: Saturn, Venus, Mars and Sun are all favourably placed, 


thereby ensuring a steady upward trend in busin i 
ра асу amat Digtized by п sess turnover and profit. This month 


SRI NRISIMHA PRIYA - APRIL 2024 L 75 
https://archive.org/details/(muthulakshmi academy 
is 3 favourable to adding a few more allied products and expanding your business. 


Travels to other states will bring you more business. The time is ripe to plan your 
business development. Even petty traders and pavement vendors will see generous 
profit. Market conditions will be highly favourable. 

Women: Except Jupiter, most of the other major planets are transiting supportive 
tracks. Married women may develop differences of opinion with close relatives, 
since Sun and Rahu are co-joined in the House of Jupiter. Employed women will 
get recognition for their work, although the workload will be rather heavy. Those 
employed overseas can expect a few additional benefits and concessions. 
Students: Students will be able to maintain their progress in studies. Due to the 
alignment of Sun and Rahu in Pisces (Meénam), you may experience tiredness and 
sleepiness. You should avoid late reading and retirement to sleep late in the night. 
Regular habits will be of immense help. 

Candrástama dates: April from 1% up to 274 midnight. Again from 28" up to 
30" morning. 

Pariharam: Lighting a ghee deepam either in a nearby temple or in your puja 
room, in the evening will be highly effective to ward-off the adverse effect of Jupiter, 
and Sun-Rahu alignment. 


RE Gemini-Mithunam-GP Mercury Mrigasirsham (3rd, 4th Pádas), Tiruvádiral, Punarpüsam 
wD (1-3 Padas) Favourable dates: April 1, 5-7, 11-14, 18 -20, 
25-27, 29, 30. 


Family: Jupiter, Sun and Mercury are supporting you during the whole month. 
However, other major planets, Saturn, Rahu, Mars, Venus and Ketu are not of 
much help. Income will be just enough to make both ends meet. The last week of 
the month will be difficult due to inadequacy of funds. Budget planning from the 
beginning of this month itself will help. Family environment will be calm, pleasant 
and peaceful. Occasional minor health afflictions may require medication. Marriage 
proposals will lead to good alliance, after initial confusion and disturbance among 
family members. Since both Rahu, Saturn and Mars are adverse, you may experience 
an embarrassing situation over old financial commitments. Court cases, if any, will ` 
drag on without any visible result. 

Service: Tough conditions at the office, strictness of superiors and workload will 
tell upon your mind and health. Better to be flexible while discussing official matters 
With the higher-ups. Emotional reactions should be strictly avoided. Astrology helps 
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us with proper guidelines whenever there is a possibility of our behaviour leading to 


problems. Self-restraint is the need of this month. 
Business & Industry: The combination of Rahu and Sun in Meenam, and Saturn 
in the 9" House clearly shows that your interest will the affected if you behave 
emotionally while bargaining with good customers. Tact and a bit of flexibility in 
your negotiations will bring you very good profits this month. 

Women: Although Jupiter is unfavourable, Venus comes to your help since he is 
transiting a highly auspicious path. Women in charge of family management will be 
able to concentrate on household responsibilities without any hindrance. The home 
atmosphere will be peaceful. Working women will be able to get along with superiors 
and co-workers, although the workload will sap their energy. 

Students: Mercury, the planet of education, is supporting you during the entire 
month. You will be able to concentrate on your studies without any disturbance. 
You can also expect financial help or scholarships for your higher studies. How 
much help you can expect can be ascertained by studying your birth chart. 
Candrastama dates: from 274 mid-night up to 4" late night 

Pariharam: Reading Sri Stuti of Svāmī Sri De&ikan. 


Cancer - Katakam = GP Moon Punarpisam (4th Pada), Рават and Ayilyam | 
Favourable dates: 2, 3, 7-10, 14-17, 21-24, 28, 29. 

Family: Venus is favourable up to 24" April, as also Ketu. All other planets are 
placed in adverse celestial paths during the entire month. Even Jupiter is not of 
much help. It will be a tough month monetarily. To manage family expenses within 
your limited income will be rather difficult. Despite this, it is better to avoid fresh 
commitments, which will be rather difficult to settle later on. You should take care 
of your health since the combination Mars and Saturn in the 8'^ House will create 
health problems. Even small ailments should be referred to a doctor immediately. 
You should avoid unnecessary travel and exposure to crowds. Unexpected expenses 
which you cannot avoid will add to your financial worries. There may be occasional 


bickering among family members, which will affect your mental peace. Marriage 
proposals will get delayed. 


| Service: All planets that have a say in matters relating to service are transiting 
| inimical signs. You should be very attentive and careful in your day-to-day duties. 
dust confine yourselves to your duties and avoid discussing official matters with 
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colleagues who have no say in the issues. You should also avoid moving too closely 
with subordinates and getting yourselves involved in their personal matters, as 
otherwise, your good name may be affected due to various reasons. 

Business & Industry: Market conditions will be rather tough during this month: 
You will have to face undesirable and unhealthy competition. On certain occasions, 
you may have to under-price your products, resulting in considerable loss. All 
development schemes should be postponed. New debts and new financial 
commitments should be strictly avoided. Otherwise, you will find yourself in deep 
waters soon. 

Women: Planetary positions are not favourable to you. The combination of planets 
іп the 8" zodiac sign warns you to take additional care of your health this month. 
Otherwise, you may suffer due to menstrual problems, stomach ache, back ache, 
sleeplessness, giddiness, etc. Working women will have to accept additional workload 
without corresponding benefits. 

Students: You too should take good care of your health. Further, moving with 
undesirable students should be strictly avoided. Astrology, as a Science of Life, 
guides you whenever you are likely to be in difficulty. Late-night studies should also 
be avoided. 

Candrastama dates: April: from 4" late night up to 6" 

Pariharam: Please continue to recite Sri Stuti in the morning and Sri Visnu Sahasra 
Namam in the evening. The effect will be remarkable. 


CASS 


(Y, Leo - Simham - GP Sun Magham, Püram and Uttiram (1st Pada) 


М 


Family: Jupiter in your bhagya sthanam, aspecting your Janma Rasi, indicates that 
this month will be one of the best periods of this year. Income will be slightly more 
than your own expectations. The family atmosphere will be quite cordial. This 
month is ideal to secure a good alliance, if you have a son or daughter of marriageable 
age. Since both Jupiter and Venus are highly favourable, auspicious functions in the 
family will help a happy atmosphere prevail. Married women will conceive, Doe 
the present main and sub-periods are supportive. An unexpected visit by a near- 
relative employed overseas will rekindle pleasant memories of the past. po 
health needs utmost care since both Sun and Ràhu are co-joined in the 8 zoe 
sign. Have an eye on the speed of the vehicle when you are driving two-wheelers 


Or cars, particularly during night. 
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Service: The alignment of Saturn and Mars in Kumbha Ras! indicates that workload 


and responsibilities will be very heavy, which will be a test for your patience and 
endurance. Over-strictness and rigidity on the part of superiors will create a sense 


of fear about your future in the institution. This is equally applicable to all Simha 


Rasi people serving in institutions overseas. Please exercise self-restraint whenever 


higher-ups are unreasonable. 
Business & Industry: While the business turnover and corresponding profit 


continue to increase steadily, better to avoid too much travel and strain. You may 
have to encounter severe and unhealthy competition in various markets. Financial 
institutions will continue to stand by you in times of need. Outstation visits will be 
profitable. The month is ideal for exporters. New investments and sales promotion 
schemes can be implemented, up to a limited amount. 

Women: Women in charge of family management will find this month very pleasant 
and rewarding. Cordial relationships among relatives, auspicious functions in the 
family and the visit of one of your intimate relatives will make life cheerful and 
happy. Those awaiting wedding garlands will succeed in securing a good alliance in 
tune with their expectations. 

Students: Mercury, the planet of education, and other related planets are positioned 
in auspicious celestial tracks. Consequently, you will make impressive progress in 
your studies. Those preparing for NEET examinations will be able to grasp even the 
most intricate subjects in medical science. 

Candrastama dates: April. 7" up to 9% morning. 

Pariharam: The best propitiation is a visit to Sholingar, the abode of Lord Sri Yoga 
Nrsimha. 


oooO OOO АН ВИЛЕЬНИННЕВНИНИНИНВЕЕ 
Virgo-Kanya-GP Mercury Uttiram (2, 3, 4 Padas), Hastam and Chittirai (1, 2 Padas) 
Favourable dates: April 1-4, 8, 12, 13, 18 - 20, 25-27, 30. 


Family: Saturn, Mars and Mercury are placed in auspicious and helpful tracks 
throughout the month. However, Sun, Jupiter, Venus and Rāhu are not of help to 
you. Though you have to manage within a limited income, it will be difficult for you 
to avoid any expenditure. For many, the fourth week may compel them to take fresh 
loans. The combination of Sun and Rahu in the 7^ House (Kalatra Sthanam) will 
tend to affect the health of your spouse. A little more care and timely medical - 
attention will be of immense help to restore normalcy. Matrimonial proposals should 
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be postponed since the possibility of fixing-up a wrong alliance cannot be ruled-out, 


as indicated by planetary aspects. Since Jupiter is positioned in the 8'^ House, 
valuables at home should be kept in your safety lockers. It is quite possible to lose 
some valuables by theft or carelessness. 

Service: Although the workload and responsibilities increase, there will be recognition 
for your toil and sweat. Some may be transferred from the present place of service 
to another with benefits. 

Business & Industry: Although competition in the market and among the business 
community will be very high, you will manage to maintain the profit margin and 
business turnover. Banking institutions will stand by you in times of need. Minor 
problems with business partners will cause temporary concern and anxiety. New 
investments and ventures should be kept in abeyance. The government's attitude 
will be rather hostile to your interests. 

Women: Both Venus and Jupiter are transiting unfavourable zodiac signs. Added 
to this, Sun and Rahu are placed in the 7" sign, which indicates physical and 
psychological strain in your relationship with close relatives. Patience and tact are 
essential. 

Students: An enlightening and pleasant month for all students, who will be able to 
maintain their steady progress in their studies. Those interested in sports will do 
very well in all competitions. Those who go for spot interviews will be able to give 
precise and correct answers and make a mark in the tests. 

Candrastama dates: from 9" morning up 11" after noon 

Pariharam: Reciting Sri Visnu Sahasra Namam daily is the correct Pariharam. 


indu а ылы "зишет чыр ышы f or 

[54 Libra-Thula-GP Venus Chittirai (3rd, 4th Padas), Svati and Visakham (1 st, 2nd, 3rd Padas) 

257 Favourable dates: April 1, 2, 6 - 10, 14-16, 20, 21, 26-28. 
Tavouraoe: Gates: LS BL ك‎ 


Family: Although Venus, your lord, is placed unfavourably, Jupiter compensates 
by his auspicious position and good aspect on your janma Rasi. Adequate income 

| places you above need during the entire month. Unnecessary expenses will be under 
control. Since Sun and Rahu are in supportive positions, your health continues to 
be normal. Even elderly people who are under constant medication due to age- 
related complications will experience considerable relief and good progress in health. 
The cordial relationship between husband and wife reflects in the pleasant atmosphere 
in the family, as indicated by Jupiter transiting the 7% House. Marriage proposals 
Will be successful. Court cases, if any, will progress favourably. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Digtized by Muthulakshmi Research Academy 


RI NRISIMHA PRIYA - APRIL 2024 


юй See 


https://archive.org/details/@muthulakghmi_academ Ў, 
Service: Saturn transits his own ruling sign in conjunction With Mars. Sun and Rahu 


in Pisces are also favourable. Higher officials will be kind and reasonable to you. 
Working conditions will be satisfactory. If any of you wants a change of institution, 
this is the right month to try for the same. Those employed overseas can expect a 
small elevation in position, although workload and travel on company work will 
increase. 

Business & Industry: While the combination of Saturn and Mars in Kumbha Rasi 
will be helpful to increase your business turnover and profit, at the same time, they 
create labour unrest-particularly, from migrant labour. Tact and diplomacy will help 
you to tide over the problem. Otherwise, market conditions continue to be highly 
favourable, assuring you of a good price for your products. Exporters will reciver 
their dues from foreign clients. 

Women: While Jupiter is very supportive of women, Venus will give restricted 
benefits. Married women will find the home atmosphere pleasant. The month is also 
favourable for married women to conceive. Unemployed ladies will succeed in 
securing lucrative employment. Girls of marriageable age will secure a good alliance 
that will bring cheer to their heart. 

Students: Mercury is placed in an auspicious celestial track, ensuring a steady and 
sure progress in studies. Good support from teachers and professors will create a 
lot of self-confidence in students” minds. Those who aspire for specialized studies 
in foreign countries can complete the formalities now. Planetary positions are highly 
helpful in securing the necessary visa. 

Candrastama dates: from 11" afternoon up to 13" evening. 

Pariharam: Please continue to recite Ada/kka/a Райи of Svami DeSikan both in the 
morning and evening. Is there any propitiation more powerful than surrendering 
ourselves at the feet of Lord Sri Varadaraja? 


Scorpio = Vrischikam = GP Mars Visakham (4th Pada), Anusham and Кена! 
Favourable dates: April 3-6, 8-11, 16-18, 22-24, 28. 


Family: Except Venus and Ketu, all other planets are placed in unhelpful zodiac 
signs. Acute financial inadequacy will be felt during the entire month. You will have 
to tighten your belt. A set back in health will add to your problems, since Saturn and 
Mars аге co-joined in the Ardhasfaka position. Brief hospitalization too may become 
inevitable. Elderly people who are on constant medication should be more careful 
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since injuries due to fall while walking are also indicated by the planetary positions. 


Marriage proposals should be deferred. Budget planning is absolutely necessary, as 
otherwise you may suffer due to an acute funds shortage during the last week of this month. 
Service: Saturn is the main planet in charge of service. He is transiting an adverse 
position. You may incur the dissatisfaction and wrath of superiors for minor mistakes. 
Those for whom the present Daša and sub-periods are unfavourable should be 
more careful in their day-to-day duties and responsibilities. Some may have to 
accept an increase in workload without corresponding increase in remuneration. 
Business & Industry: The combination of Saturn and Mars in the 4" house will 
not do you good. Market conditions turn suddenly unfavourable. You may have to 
reduce the prices of your products to effectively counter the competition from 
similar products. You will have to be very careful in dealing with monetary transactions, 
which may lead to legal problems in the future. New investments and business 
projects should be strictly avoided. Signing as surety for others will land you in 
serious difficulties. Those in real-estate business should be extremely careful. There 
is a possibility of facing legal problems. 

Women: While Venus is favourable, Guru and Saturn are in inimical positions. 
"Even perennial rivers go dry when Jupiter transits the “Runa, Roga and šatru 
sthanam” — say ancient Astrological scriptures. You will have to manage within your 
means, as otherwise, you may have to face serious financial problems. Girls awaiting 
wedding garlands shall have to wait for a little more time to secure a good alliance. 
Students: Mercury, the Vidya Karaka, is transiting auspicious signs. You will be 
able to maintain a steady and sure progress in your studies. Clarity of thought will 
enable you to give precise answers in interviews. 

Candrástama dates: from 13" evening up to 15" late night. 

Pariharam: Lighting an additional ghee lamp as “Parihara Deepam" on every 
Tuesday in your pooja room is necessary to ward off the adverse effects of Mars. 


ХҮС, Sagittarius - Dhanus - GP Jupiter Milam; Pürádam & Uthiradam (1st Pada) 
260 Favourable dates: April 2-5, 11-14, 19-24, 29, 30. 
Familv: Fortune smiles at all those born under this zodiac sign this month, since 
five major planets are placed in highly favourable and auspicious positions. Jupiter, 
Venus, Saturn, Mercury and Mars extend their full support to you during the entire 
month. Additionally, you are favoured with the 9% auspicious aspect of Jupiter. 
Financially, you are very comfortably placed. There will be auspicious functions in 
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https://archi ЕТ : 
the family that help a pleasant an: Rappy atmospn e prevail at home. Although the 
the strain since income is adequate. Your 


expenses are rather high, you will not feel 

son or daughter employed in a foreign country will pay an unexpected visit, which 
will immerse the family in happiness. Health will be normal. 

Service: The related planets are highly helpful. The atmosphere at the workspot 
will be cordial and co-operative. Higher-ups will be reasonable in their attitude 
towards you. You will be prompt and precise in your day-to-day duties and 
responsibilities, which in turn will help you to enhance your image at the workspot. 
Business & Industry: The related planets are placed in highly helpful celestial 
tracks. The time is ripe to clear all your commitments to the bank and place your 
business on a sound financial basis. Market conditions are favourable during the 
entire month. Jupiter’s aspect on your Janma Rasi leads you to success in all your 
business promotion schemes. 

Women: Both Jupiter and Venus are positioned in highly auspicious positions 
during the entire month. Added to this is Jupiter’s auspicious aspect on your Janma 
Rasi. 

Students: Mercury too is transiting an auspicious position, indicating impressive 
progress in your studies. You should take up evening tuitions for special examinations 
and tests like NEET, online study etc. 

Candrastama dates: April 15" late night up to 18" morning 

Pariháram: Reading a few daSakams from Sriman Narayaniyam will be exceptionally 


effective. 
OL L UU S ы ң-. 7 - 
Capricorn-Makaram-GP Saturn Uttiradam (2nd, 3rd, 4th Padas) Tiruvonam and 


Avittam (1st 2nd padas). Favourable dates: April 1-4, 8-10, 15-17, 
21-24, 29, 30. 


Family: Sun, Venus and Rahu are favourable, whereas Jupiter, Saturn, Mars and 
Mercury are in hostile positions. Although Ketu being in Bhagya sthanam results in 
a lot of expenses, most of the expenditure will be for religious purposes like 
maintenance of cows, renovation of temples, poor feeding, etc. Income will be 
steady and regular. The family environment will be a little disturbed due to a lack 
of proper understanding between close relatives. Health will be normal. Marriage 
proposals will be settled after initial, minor problems. Court cases. if i continue 
without any end in sight. A brief travel on a family assignment Ri be avoided, 
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as indicated by the transit position of Saturn and Mars. All efforts will be successful 
due to the support of Rahu. 

Service: The Saturn-Mars combination cannot be said to be good for people in 
service. Workload will be very heavy, without adequate compensation. Co-workers 
will not cooperate; instead, they will indulge in gossiping about you, which will 
wound your feelings. The over-rigid attitude of superior officials will cause tension 
and restlessness in your mind and fear about your future in the institution. Some 
may expect a transfer from their present place of work. Avoid arguments with higher 

officials. 

Business & Industry: Planetary positions indicate that you should be extremely 

careful in supplying goods on credit. Problems related to bank facilities will cause 

tension and anxiety. Partners too will create problems. 

Women: The family environment may not be up to your expectations. Difference 

of opinion among close relatives is indicated by the combination of Jupiter, Saturn 

and Mars. 

Students: Throughout the month, Mercury is not of much support to you. Other 

related planets too are placed in unfavourable positions. Particularly, those who 

stay in hostels may face a hostile atmosphere from roommates. This is a month that 

requires care while moving with other students. 

Candrastama dates: April 18" morning up to 2.0" night. 

Pariharam: Recitation of Sri Krsna Astakam both in the morning and night, before 
retiring to bed. | 


ASS Poorattadi: Favourable dates: April 1-3, 7-10, 14-18, 24-26. 


Family: Venus and Mercury are the two planets who are of immense help to you, 
particularly when you are in the grip of Janma Sani. Care should be taken of your 
health. Night travel and exposure to the outdoor atmosphere should be avoided. On 
the monetary side, you will have to count every pie you spend. The alignment of 
Saturn and Mars in the Janma Rasi emphasizes the need for utmost caution regarding 
your health. Even minor discomfort or pain in any part of your body requires 
immediate consultation with a qualified medical practitioner. Night driving should be 
strictly avoided. The family environment will be strained due to minor 
misunderstandings. Old financial commitments will create unexpected problems. 


З ems. 
Marriage proposels will.he met with problems. ун Research Academy 
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Service: You should be very flexible in your day-to-day dealings with colleagues 
and higher officials. At times, mistakes committed by colleagues may fall on your 
head. On such occasions, you should be patient and deal with the situation with tact 
and diplomacy. 

Business & Industry: Seven-and-half-year Saturn indicates that you may lose a 
heavy amount due to hasty acceptance of some contracts for the supply of goods. 
Problems from banks and other financial institutions will haunt you. Some of your 
co-partners will leave your firm and switch over to others. Exporters should supply 
goods to foreign clients only after verifying their background, etc., because credit 
supplies, particularly during the seven-and-a-half-year Saturn period, will result in 
a loss. Supply against payments only should be the condition of business during the 
period of affliction by Saturn. 

Women: Both working women and homemakers should take utmost care of their 
health. Overwork, physical strain, emotional arguments, and driving vehicles, 
particularly at night, should be strictly avoided. Marriage proposals may lead to the 
fixation of a wrong alliance. Settling an alliance without proper inquiries should be 
strictly avoided. 

Students: Progress in studies continues to be impressive. Teachers and professors 
will help. Campus interviews will lead to success. 

Candrastama dates: April from 20" night 23" morning 

Pariháram: Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Sun are transiting unfavourable zodiac signs, 
when you are running Janma Sani dosam. Hence, Pariharam is very necessary. A 
visit to the powerful Sri Ahobila Mahaksetram will be the correct pariharam for so 
many powerful planets being adverse. 


EE o í UŘ 
CA Pisces - Meenam - GP Jupiter Purattadi (4th Pada), Uttirattadi and Revati 
02| Favourable dates: April 1, 5-7, 11-13, 18-21, 26-29. 


Family: Jupiter, Venus and Mercury are favourable to you, bestowing their beneficial 
effects. Other planets are not of much help. Family environment will be satisfactory. 
Expenses will exceed your income. Cordial relationships among relatives will make 
the home atmosphere pleasant. However, the effect of seven- and-a-half year 
Saturn and “Janma Ráhu" will be rather severe. Health needs care and caution. 


Overwork, loitering, inp crowded. BASE, taking. fqad ins unhygjenic and wayside 
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eateries and retiring to bed at late hours are some of the common errors that will 
affect your health. Sun-Rahu in your Janma Rasi produce heat in your body and 
cause skin afflictions. Matrimonial efforts will lead to disappointment. Travel out of 
station on family errands should be avoided. 
Service: Saturn, the lord of service, is in a hostile sign. Further, Rahu is in the 
Janma Rasi, in conjunction with Sun. This combination indicates ill health and/or 
skin afflictions. Jupiter's favourable transit position comes to your timely help, 
whenever you have health problems. The family atmosphere will be satisfactory. 
Marriage proposals will be successful. The health of your spouse may undergo a 
slight set back, which will be rectified by simple medication. 
Business & Industry: You must tackle a tough market this month. Unhealthy 
competition tends to affect your business turnover and profit. Partners will create 
problems in your management of the business. Prices of raw materials will increase, 
compelling you to revise your selling price. Banking institutions will impose new 
conditions for giving credit facilities. Too much travel out of station on business will 
tell upon your health. All efforts will lead to success due to Ketu being favourable. 
Minor auspicious functions in the family during the 3" or 4" week of the month will 
help maintain a delightful atmosphere. 
Women: Except health, all other factors are satisfactory during this month. You 
may feel the heat of seven-and-a-half year Saturn now. Specifically, employed 
women may face difficulties and disappointment in the workspot. If the main and 
sub-periods are unfavourable, such people may expect an unexpected transfer from 
the present place of employment. 
Students: Mercury and Jupiter are transiting favourable celestial tracks, indicating 
steady and sure progress in your respective studies. Those undergoing higher 
education in foreign institutions will be able to complete their project and submit the 
. report in time. 
Candrastama dates: April 23" morning up to 25" night. 
Pariharam: Proper propitiation should be performed for Saturn and Rahu, both of 
whom are unfavourable to you the whole month. Lighting five oil lamps in any 
temple or in your pooja room for 24 days will remove the dosams, particularly 
| If year Saturn and Janma Rahu. 


those due to seven-and-a-ha 
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Anantya in the Village 


A LUXURIOUS HOMESTAY ON WEST MADA STREET ІМ ALWARTHIRUNAGARI 


(Advt.) 


The Right Location To Visit Navathirupathi & Alwarthirunagari 


Visit the ancient village of Alwarthirunagan in Tamil Nadu a place seeped in history and tradition. This homestay located on West Mada Street was newly built 
in a traditional style. with all modern comforts. Enjoy lip smacking food that is cooked without onions. Breakfast, lunch and dinner cooked fresh and to your taste. 
Enjoy a steaming cup of coffee before you go on your temple visits. 


Anantya in the Village is the perfect stay Ю = 
from where you can comfortably explore Г е: 
all the Navathirupatitemplesinease. | 282 


West Mada Street, Near Police Station, Alwarthirunagari, 

Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu — 628612 б : 

For Bookings: +91 93634 96964 | sU : FX». _ 
[wwwaanantyaresorts.com Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 


ї С: 23 ine UTEM 


Spacious A/c rooms with attached bathrooms 


Annual Subscription : Rs.4 0 0/- p.a. ; Life Subscription : Rs. 1 5,0 0 0/- (Only India) 
Name of the Account : Sri Nrisimha Priya Charitable Trust 
Name of the Bank : Canara Bank 
Name of the Branch : St. Mary's Road, Chennai - 600018. 
Type of A/C : Savings Account No : 110019544793 
IFSC Code : CNRB0001287 
Please intimate us through mail (snpolr gmail.com) details of Subscription no., 
Name, Current Address, Transaction Ref. No., Date of Remittance, Remitter's 
Name, Contact No. etc. New subscribers may please mention “New Subscription" and 
Language preferred etc.. Receipt for the amount would be sent upon receipt of these 
details and after verifying with Bank Statement. 
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Largest manufacturer of 
Turbochargers in India 


Consistent quality 
& reliable Product 


World class manufacturing 
facility 


Trusted Partner for Every Engine 


TEL turbo 
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